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Chriſt's Aſcenſion 


HEAVEN 


ASSERTED, 
AND 


Paactically Pmp2oved, 
I N : 


Several SERMONS. F 


By the Reverend Mr. Foſeph Halle, late 
Miniſter of the Goſpel in Exon. 


Whereunto 1s added by way of Preface ſome | 
Account of the Piows AUTHOR. { 


I aſcend to my Father, and to your Fatber, and to my 
God, end your God. John 20. 17. 


London : Printed for John Salusbury, 
and Robert Pgbo2ne Bookſeller near 
the Bear in Exon. 1693. | 
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Epiſtle -..DEDK 
To that Congregation of Chriſti- 


an People in Exon, that were 
uſually my Father's Auditors, 
during rhe publick Exerciſe of 
his Miniſtry 1o this City and 
to all: his Friends and Ac- 
quaintance. 


DEAR SIRS, 


' Tis Cuſtomary with ſome Perſons, to 

front the Reaſons of the Publication 
of their Treatiſes with this : viz. That 
they were induced thereto, by tie preſ- 
ing Importunity of their Fricads, F4 
verily believe I may have as govs 4 Foun- 
ation for the imploying .of this Argu- 
ment, to excuſe my expoſing ſome of my 
Father's . Sermons to publick View, as 
mot of thoje that have at ary time ad- 
Ureſſed their Readers with thu Plea; 
EE A 2 With 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ith what Urgency many of you have been 
prompting me- to this Undertaking; T leave 
you to your ſelves to be informed. To 
gratifie your defires, and in Compliance 
with your earneft Solicitations, I here 
at length preſent you with a few Sermons 
of his, that were ſome Tears ſince Preach- 
ed among? you, upon the Subjett of our 
Lord's Aicenfion into Heaven. 7 con- 
fefs, 1 was a long while very backward 

fo the Publication of my Father's Di- 
ſcourjes, becauſe I ſaw the World was al. 
ready cramb'd with ſo many Treatiſes on 
all kind of Subjedts, that 1 almoſf doubt- 
ed, whether amongſt ſo great a Croud, 
there would be any room admitted them 
or Entertainment. However, I haw 
refolu'd to fend theſe into the World, but 
what acceptarce they may meet withal | 
caunor preſage ; on: y thus much I dare ad: 


venture to preſume upon, that they will 


meet with a Cordial welcome from you. But 
let me leave this Caution with the Res 
der, that he expect not to meet in the 


Diſcoarſes with a Gaiety of Expreſſia| 


or a pompous Rhetorick : for the Authy 


weve 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
never affected a fizery.of Language inhis 
Pulpit- Diſcourſes, but. always ſtudied 
plameſs, that he might affect and Profit, 


| not Amuſe his Auditors. TI have often 


heard him ſpeak with ſomewhat of concern 
againif thoſe Pulpit-Declaimers, whoſe 
Language diſcovered their Defign rather 
to be Oftentation, then Edification. TI 
queſtion not but he was as able 10 Trim 
and Adorn a Diſcourſe, as moif of thoſe 
that would fain have the World applaud 
them as might 'y Orators. But he was ſa- 
tufied , however , that might make the 
i: ah admire, it was not the way to 
make them wiſer or better. Well, a 
plain Diſcourſe. it is that. you are here 
preſented with ; but yet. as it 1s not gau- 
dy, ſo neither. does it appear in ſo ſordid 
2 Dreſs. as to attract C wy : Had my. 
Deor Father had the Putlication of it. 
bimſelf before his Deceaſe, you may be 
confident it would have had ſomethingmore 
of exadnefs. then now can be ſuppoſed to 
attend it. For its highly improbatle, 
that poſthumous and popular Diſcourſes 


(eſpecially if their Authors neer deſigned 


A-1 ther 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
them for the Preſs) ſhould be chargeable 
with no Defefts ; when ' as ſome of the 
leaft Compoſures of this kind have their 


Flaws. If you meet with any thing in. 


the following Sermons liable to OLjettion, 
remember theſe Diſcourſes could not poſ- 
fibly have the Author's Review to ren- 


der them more Corred before their Pub- 


lication. And'then they ſtruggle unter 


the Diſadvantage of having been Copied 


from a few blotted Notes that were ſcarce- 
ly Legible : yet thus much T dare aver, 


that altho' the Scribe may have been guil- 


ty of fome few miſtakes, yet not of very 
Sreat ons. OY _— ; — 
But as to the Author of theſe enſuing 


Sermons, My endeared Father, 7t may 


perhaps, be expetted by ſome, that 1 
ſhould give a Charafter of him” ſuitable 
to his Worth, and tell the World what 
were thoſe commendable Qualities in him, 
that recommended him ſo much 'to the 
eſteem of many that knew him: [ could, 
1 confeſs, ſay many things of him, as a 
good Chriſtian, a Scholar, a Paſtor, and 
a Parent, which would diſcover him to 

have 
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++ The Epiſtle .Dedicatory. 

have” been a Perſon above the common 
Rate ; but " T. ſhould . incur the cenſure of 
many, Jhould T attempt any thing of that 
nature. -. Therefore all I ſhall do as. to 
that matter, ſhall only be to remember 
Jou of ſome things concerning him, which 

3] £3,3%4 TY ROI A. pl \y. ' 2 * 
felt within the knowledge of moFt of you. 
He wds, altho a Perſor of a crafie Body, 
yet 14 very | painful and diligent Student, 
that car, f1 Jy implo ed his. time to the 
TRI VNRG S4Y 3K TUAY US GAIUSY Y 2X) 
be? advantage : A Eh, that. he was 
KDA TIDITVS), 3 An dig ESA LITE® Þ KoOBLA 
Hot but with great : ai Cul? S at. any Hime. 
"#5 II ITY BU PRES DIV ; | 
drawn. torecreative Diverſions. Tho. 


22 WSRR\ \ SH pA 4, S 6 po 
it may be, his enfeebied Body, and. bs. 


ſhattered Spirits called for their: frequent 
Reporivigs, He il qrvery faithful and 
AO Paſtor,” that readily conde- 
CR Re WEEN "and works Cone 
ſeientiouſly diſcharge the Duties. of. his 
Funition, notwithſtanding the Frowns of 
the greatefF : He was as forward to re- 
prove'the Lives of thoſe of a higher Sta-. 
tion, as the Follies of thoſe that moved 
in a lower Sphere : His Prayers were at- 
ways fervent and pithy ; his Preaching 
very clear but warm, and he delivered 
4 4 ht 


T he Epiſtl Dedicatory. 


hy matter with ſuch a winning Pathos, 
that he even commended the, Attention of 
his Auditory ; he filled not his Diſcourſes 
with bitter Invettives againſt the Perſons 
of thoſe that differed from him in ſome Con- 
troverted Points, but many times ſpake 
honourably of them. His deſign was not 
to raiſe mens Paſſions, but to allay them 
when exorbitant ; not to Exulcerate mens 
Minds, but to calm and ſweeten them. 
He Preached to inſtruft the Ignerant , 
to reclaim the Sinful, to comfort the con- 
trite Soul ; But wot to fill mens 
Hearts with Rage., or their. Mouths 
with” Clamour. He was a Perſon Zr 
recoutrably averſe to any thing of Nat- 
tery , or a daubing Language ; who 
always .made his Tongue the Interpreter 
of his Heart. There are a ſort of mer 
im the World, with whom there are, as 


the Piet ſpeakes, xgng.i peives, 230 Agdan 
Ss 2» ioo volea, "oh ode[yemre , ws EA 
pox, Moſchus. | LE. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Charming Tongues,but Hearts full of 
rancour and bitterneſs, whoſe Words do 
not keep Peace with their ſecret Tntenti- 
ons. And I am ſure the Author had ſufficient 
reaſon to be exemped from that number ; 
he was a fond lover of Integrity, and was 
obſtinately ſet again? all Temptations to 
any thing .of Injuſtice ; inſomuch, that 
he. has ſometimes drawn upon himſelf the 
diſpleaſure of his Friends, by his ſtiff ad- 
hefion to Truth and Equity. It was al- 


_ ways his temper to value Truth and Ho- 


neſty before the Applauſes of Men, or the 
profuſe C ommendations of miſtakenFriends. 
Amicus Plato, Amicus Ariſtoteles, ſed ma- 
gis Amica veritas ; He might have juſtly 
challenged for his Motto : He was a very 
Conſcientious and Laborious Miniſter, * ſo 
well pleaſed with the Work his Maſter 
had called him to do; that his ma» 
ny Bodily Infirmities that very much 
indiſpoſed him towards | the lat of his 
Time , could not detain him from em 
gaging in. it. How often has it been 
fitter for him to have been in his Bed 
then in his Pulpit » His Weakneſſes 

were 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. _ 
were ſo very great, although his bodily 
Diforders were ſometimes violent ; yet 
then was he extreamly willing . to ſpend 
the little. remains of his Strenzth to in- 
flrut and profit you. He. often adven- 
tired into the Pulpit, when his. Diſtempers 
had exceedingly enfeebled him ; jo that 
ſometimes he has been ſeized by a fit of 
of his Wark, to the ſudder farprize of 
the Congregation, (for that was the 
Diſeaſe that attended him by frequent 
Arte.” Now te Cann he 
South-gate-Priſon 2# your City, to the ut-' 
mot? Period of. his Days), The laſt time 
that ever he was in the Pulpit, he labou- 
red under a great dealof Weakneſs, and a 
wtfble diſorder of Body; inſomuch, that 
bis Legs trembled under him, which 1 ob-. 
fſervingalittle before he entred theChurch, 
entreated him to forbearPreaching forthat 
Seaſon, and to permit me for once to ſup- 

ly his room; or that he would allow me. 
to apply my ſelf to the Reverend Mr: Col- 
lings for his Afiſtance, who had oftenmade © 
a very friendly Offer of it, in caſe my 

x Father's 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Father.s great weakneſſes ſhould at. any 
time, difalle him for his miniſterial Work. 
But he put me off with thu Reply, that he 
was loath to omit that Seaſon; becauſe he 
was afraid he ſhould never have on oper- 


dire 


earth, thewords.of iny mouth. Ze de- 
ſigned ſeveral Diſcourſes. | 
but his Death prevented him. Frem_.the 
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' Dofrine x. Thit gracious Souls, the 
nearer Heaven they are, the more Hea- 
venly will they be. *. # 

' On this Truth he had Preached ſeveral 
Sermons ; but then farther remarking that 
this ſweet Song delivered by Moles uft be- 
fore his departure,had a manifeſt regard to 
the welfare of the Church of I{rael, he thence 
obſerved this other preciousTruth. 


"Do. 2. Thar good Men die with 
the fntereſt of God,and Souls much upon 
their Hearts: * 1s his laf# Sermon he moſt- 
ly infifted upon this Dottrine, and conclu 
ded it with this Paſſage : Occolampadi- 
us When he fell ſick at Bafil, ſent not for 
che Phyſician, bur 'the ' Paſtors. of. the 
Churches , . and * notwithſtanding his 
Pain and Weakneſs, with much Life 
arid Vigour, age thent to. conti- 
nue conſtant 2nd fit in the purity of 
thar Doctrine "they had profefſed and 
Preached ; and for other things he wil- 
led them to be leſs careful, aſſuring 
them, that the al{ufficient God would 


pro- 
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rovide for them, and not be wanting, 
When thus he had ended his Diſcourſe, he 
concluded all with theſe ſad Words (which 
he ſpake feelingly, tho with a ſweet Voice) 
[ believe this is the laſt Sermon that ever 
I ſhall preach to you, or that ever you 
will hear from me; Or Words to that 
purpoſe which proved a truth,tho a doleful 
one : For no ſooner had he left the Con- 
gregation, but he inſtantly repaired to his 
Houſe betook himſelf to his Bed,and from 
thence in a few days was carried to his 
Grave : Avaſt Multitude of People at- 
tended his Funeral ; after his Interment 
the Reverend Mr. George Trols, his wor- 
thy Succeſſor preach'd his Funeral Sermon 
to a very numerous Aſſembly, from thoſe 
Words, Zech. 1. 5. Your Fathers where 
are they 2? and the Prophets do they live 
for.ever? From wbich Text the Auditory. 
were entertain'd with many ſuitable and 
profitable Truths, which I wiſh may have 
a laſting Impreſſion upon all that heard 
them. My Endeared Father, preach'd bis 
laſt Sermon,March 6. 1688. and exchang- 
ed this life fora better, March 14 of the 
fame 


The Epiſlle Dedicatory. 
fame Tear : Thus he delivered, as it were 
bii'own Funeral Diſcourſe, thes went to 
bis. home, and & as 7, us ry ote Was 


fy s V © 


f Le Rev, 2. 27. But Er I can 
difmiſs this Account of my Father, T look 
upon v4 my ſelf obliged Yo ogy fo an ad 
ous 'Objettion, that formerly many have 
made a "Noiſe with'ro leſſen his 'Efteer, and 
| Prochre his Difertthr. FIX. 


- 04j. Mr. Falter raid ties I wes 4,man 
of very mean Abilities, that had little of 
4 Scholar inchim,* for he had never the 
Benefit of an Academical Tuition, hewas 
never gradiiated \ in ally Dade, , Ne- 
ver had a reguler, methodical 'Educa- 
rin; arid therefore wondred People \ were 


lo fond of 0 one of lo little Learaing.. 
þ > a toro 
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To which I anſwer, 1. 1 heartily rejoyce 
that I could never hear any thing otjetted 
againſt his Piety. 2.1 h, mf? fincerely 
wiſh that the Perſonsthat made a clamour 
with this Cavil were Poſſeſſours of a great 
deal more Learning than my Father was e- 
ver Maſter of. 3. 1 may further add,that 
7 have known very many Perſons that 
have had an Education in our Academies, 
that have no great reaſon to boaſt of their 
acquired Abilities,or tovalue themſelves 
upon the account of their Clerkſhip.: De- 
greesand Colledge commons, Tam convinc'd 
do not inſpire Men with Knowledge and 
Learning ; aud I have reaſon to believe 
that- Men may be wiſe and knowing, altho 
they were never nurſed up in thoſe Semi- 
nmaries, for I have been acquainted with 
fome that have been well skill A in Arts 
and Sciences, in the learned Tongues and 
Languages, and yet had never the Advan- 
tage of an Accademtal Tuſtrudtion : Such 
have profited more by their Diligence,and 
their own private reading, than many 0- 
thers by their Colledge Letlures,and their 
little: Debates in the Schooles : I ſay this, 

I ID not 
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mot that I would be thought to give a 
diſparaging Charatter of an Academial 
Tuition, but only to prove that Learnin 

and 5kill in Sciences are not always =S 
ned to Perſons thus educated ; and I am 
ſure my Father was a plain inſtance of it. 
But 4. I ſhall offer a farther Reply to 
this Objetionia th2 W ordsof the learn- 
ed and pious Mr. Baxter, which you may 
find in the Preface to hu Teacher ot Houlc- 
holds ; Speaking there of the learning that 


# to be met with in the Univerſities ; he. 


thus expreſſes himſelf, It any lay there 
15 no great or ſolid Learning to be got 
elſewhere, let them think where great 
Auguſtine, and molt of the great Lights 
of the Church tor Four hundred Years 
attained their Knowledge ; and whether 
the Scaligers, Salmaſtus, Grotius, Selden, 
and ſuch others got not more by ſecret 
laborious Reading, than by Academical 
Tutors and Diſputes ; and whether ſuch 
famous Men as Fohn Reinolds, Blondel, 
G&c. even in the Univerſities, got not 
their great Learning by ſearching the 
ſame Books which may be read in ano- 

ther 
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"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
cher pace, The 7 ſoppoe to be bum 
da ty ſufficient to blunt the Edge of that 
Cavil, a 


[, and_to vindicate my Father's E- 


Neem from that Objeftion. 


© "But now to retiarn tothe folloping Dif: 
courſes, I have already told you that their 
$iJief Matter i our aa" Aſcenſion in- 
to Heaven ; a Subjed very proper to be 
diſcours'd upon to a Chriſtian Auditory,or 
zo be Rropoended to the peruſal of Chriſti- 
an Readers ; ſeeing we find it an Article 
inſerted in that ancient and common Creed, 
which uſually, ( but yet how truly 1 can- 
not ſay ) paſſes for\an Apoſtolical Com- 
poſure: Zhw, Article of our Lord's Aſcen- 
top, 5s = Truth apow which a Chriſtians 
Hopes are much bottom'd, and. Promiſes a 
Treaſury of Comfort to all the faithful fol- 
lowers of Teſus ;: for that our Redeemer 
has eſcaped the confines of the Grave, that 
he has gloriouſly triumphed over Death 
and Hel by bis Reſurrection and Exalta. 
ten, and that be wu now in Heaven. at the 
right Hand of his Father, interceding for 
hy faithful People, who are got in this 
= a Pale 
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Pale of Mortality, is matter of trauſport- 
ing Toy to all that are ſanttified. This af- 
ſures them that the great Work of Redem- 
ption is compleated, that God is reconci- 
led, and that they themſelves fhall at la#} 
be advanced to Heaven, where their gJori- 
fied Head now refides,managiug their Cauſe 
for them, as their moFt prevalent Advo- 
cate'; but I ſhall not undertake to dif- 
courſe on theſe Matters in this Preface; 
becauſe this will be but to detain you from 
reading the ſame things better ſaid in the 

Treatiſe it ſelf, only let me obſerve that 

the Author in theſe Diſcourſes moſt con- 
vincingly proves that the Flumane Na- | 

ture of Chrift aſcended above all aſpe- 

Aable Heavens,' or that Chrift as en- 

tire Man, as to Soul awd Body, was tran- 
flated irito rhe Bleſſed | Regrows obove. 
And its ſtrange, that tiny that pretend | 

to credit the inſpired Writings ſhould 

call this into queſtion. [ nothing doubt, 
but that very Body of Chrif? that was 

crucified without the Gates of Jerufalem, 

was the very ſame Body that was laid. in 

the Sepulchre ; and am_ fully Tye 
* 2 Tr nn 1 ——— =. 
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that this ſame Body was raiſed out of the 
Grave, and aſcended into Heaven, and is 
now there at the Right Hand of God: 1 
doubt not but the Body of Chrif? is now 
glorious, and is beautified with more ex- 
cellent (Qualities than it was veſted with, 
whilſt he was here in his ſtate of Hu- 
miliation ; but yet this hinders not, 
but that this Bud is ſtill the very ſame 
that bled, and expired upon the Curſed 
Tree, neither do the Sacred Scriptures 
tell us any thing of another Bo p; that 
Ehrift has now in Heaven quite diſtinf 


from that which was crucified and laid in 


the Grave But all this while I do but 
detain you from reading more weighty 
and inſtructive matter. 


Therefore to conclude, Sirs, Remember 
it was the Importunity of many of you 
that drew theſe following Sermons into 
pablick View ; let me therefore entreat 
you to give them a careful and diligent 
peruſal, and do not throw them by into a 
corner a moulding ( as too many deal by 
their Books ) as if they were ſome of the 

| uſeleſs 


The pil als. 


ls ele Lumber, of your Houſes. Bur read 

ſeriouſly, and meditate | PT on the 
7. ruths contained i in them, with ſome So- 
lemnity of Thou bt God b " You. w7 
fully anſwer the De of 2 the La . 
Who 7s, 


* Ex muſzo, 
Nov. 26.92. 


S41:R:S.u. 
Your real Friend and 


Servant in the LORD. 


JosEPH HALLET. F. 


CH KIST: J Alcenfion 


Toke XXIV. —_ 
had i, it came t0 paſs whil be 
bleſſed them, he was part= 
ed from edi and carried 
up imto Heaven. 


'T was in Paul's Judgrent no 
leis a Myſtery of Godlinels : 
That Chriſt riſen from the Dead 
was received up into -Glory, 
then that being come off his 

Glory he was manifeſted in the Flefh, 

| 17im.3.16. Without Controverfie great 
s the thi A of Godlineſs, God was ma- 

rife int Fleſh, received up into 

GH oty; 

We have ſotinerly ſeen” What of the 

Myſtery of Godlineſs, and Comfort y 
B the 


2 Df Chult's Aſcenſion. 
the Godly hath appeared in the former 
Chriſt's Eulerian by his Incarnation. 
We now come indeed by the Revoluti- 
on of time to ſee what of both may be 
found in his Exaltation by his Aſcenſion, 
and indeed his Aſcenſion is the ſecond 
degree or remove of his. Exaltation, 
which 1s all Myſtery. 

For ſo it pleafed the Father, that his 
ſteps tohis Crown ſhould be anſverable, 


but oppolite to thoſe deſcents which | 


carried him to his Croſs. 


I. He roſe from the Dead, that's op- 
poled to his. laying down of his 
Lite : That is his Relyrretion, is 
oppoſed to his Death, 


f. He aſcended into Heaven, that 1s 


oppoſed to his deſcent into the 
Grave. | 


1j1P He ſits. at the Ri ke hand = God | 
in opyalioa to nigh is abode whike. 
in the State-of .Neath, . wiſe 
by that "Utiias he de 
into Melt. Do IV. * 


Df Chiiit's Aſtenlioh. 3 


iV. He ſhall come-to ; pada” hd 
Wofld. In oppoſition to that 
wretched ftate, in. whieh. & he 
ſtood, he was _ Jucged Ip "the - 
World, 


'Tis the ſecond > or ett of tits 
Exaltation or Advancement; which we 
are come from the Words rea@to'treat 
of at this time. And it came to paſs, GC. 

You may learn Liike's Project 19 his 
Goſpel, from Luke's Pen in” the 49s, 
tor they both ow hitt to be their 
Pen-ran. Where ifi'the 1: Chap. S.r. 
He tells you that' what he had done was 
to 7 you know, 

' Whar Chriſt did. 4: What 's 

faffered 3. What he'ſhid. 4: How he 
departed. 
_ His departure froth lis Diſciples to 
his Father, which he had often before 
incutcated to them, and prepared then 
for, you have deſeribed in this Text. 
Wheicin you may take notice.  * 


B z x. Of 


«Tx 


4 Df Chaiſt's Aiceniton, 
x. Of the Place where he aſcended 
on Mount O/zvet, nigh Bethany. 
4. The Perſons who were called forth 
as Eye-witneſſes of his Aſcenſion. His 
Diſciples. _ 
3 "The Manner of taking his Farewe!. 
He lift up his Hands and bleſſed 
them, 
4 You have the Action of his S Alcent 
deſeridad. pr 


| To By his ſeparation from his Apo- 
files he was parted ftromthem. __. 

2. By his advance on high. He was 
carried: upanto, Heaven, He led them 
.out as-far- as to: Bethany + Beza thinks 
that by Bethany, was meant the whole 
Tract of Oliver ;, but others with ſtrong- 
cr, probability, conceive;it to be a_cer- 
tain Village near Jeruſalem upon Oliver, 
 where;the [poorer {ort had their dwel- 
lings; the Out-skirts of the Suburbs : 
And:the name of the place ſeems to 
give ſome countenance to the C onje- 
ure ; It being that - which -Ggnifies in 
the Hebrew Language, the Houſe of 
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Affliction, or the Houſe of the Poor : 
Beth Inanjab': That is the Houſe of the 
Poor. Our Saviour ſeem'd much de- 
lighted in this place, and moſt conver- 
fant amonglt ſuch Company. 7hy King 
cometh lowly, humble it # Inani poor, 
afflifted : Poor, \aith the Prophet Za- 
chariah 9. 9. He came of poor Parents, 
to a poor People, in poor Habit, with 
poor Attendants. No ſuch hurt then 
in a fow and mean Condition in the 
World. It Enjoyments ere but ſmalf, 
Temptations are the fewer. Satan hath 
not {uch advantage to play his Temp- 
tations in a low, as in a high and raiſed 
Eſtate in the World. And certainly 
that's the beſt Condition in which Sin 
can take the leaſt advantage, 'and by 
which we are' diſpoſed to do God the 
greater Service. But 'tis obſervablc that 
Chriſt . makes. choice of that place for 
his : aſcenſion, which 'was the place of 
his Agony. Thus doth Chriſt take the 
Houſe of Afﬀliction in his way to Hea- 
ven'; Andithus God in his Providence 
doth often bring his Foſephs from the 
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Priſon to: the. Crown, .: carries them 
through Berhapy to Bethel. 'Fhrough 
the Houſe of the Poor to the Houſe of 
God. Thus. muſt rhe Captain of our 
Satzation be perfe#® through ſufferings, 
faith the Author to the Febrews. Heb. 
2,40. He that deſcended is the fame 
that aſcended, ſaith Paul. Heb. 4. 1 
Kazan pen, £45 Tyy 20 ©; — "rd 
avizalaid} ws bi; 3---'--- AS an ancient : 
He deſcends as a Man but he aſcends as 
God. 

As Pride goes before a Fall, lo often 
comes Advancement behind it. And 
ſo faith the wiſe Man : Before Honour is 
Elumility, Prov. 15. 33. Selt-abaſings 
are ever ' antecedent to God's advan- 
cings; As God doth imploy his Wi: 
dom xo make his Children high, ſo it 
ſhall be in ſuch-away as withal may 
make his own-Name great. | And there- 
fore coth then moſt trequently appear 
tg help, von his 'Pepple to fight are 
2]moſt paſt hope, He fiffers the un- 
godly to build high, and even to'taueh 
he Heavens a their W_ l i 

a 
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Obad.. 4." Fo fer their Nefts among the 
Stars, that when they come tottering 
down, all the- World may ſay: The 
Lord was above them ; and for his own 
People he ſuffers them often to be re- 
duced to Fo#'s fad Condition, to fit 
Mourning on a Dunghill, that when they 
are advanced and ſet in high places, all 
may fee, and ſing, and fay the Finger 
of the Lord was there: -- 

- We muſt not then think it ſtrange, 
nor that God wrongs us, if he bring us 
firſt to Bethany, and then to Glory : 
From the Dunghill to the Throne ; for 
all the World is but a great Dunghull, 
Great Enjoyments will do us leſs hurt, 
and {ad Providences when they cone; 
will leſs afflict, if with Children' we 
begin” 'otir Leflon at the Croſs: Think 
of a Combat before a Crown, that we 
run our courle,. 2nd fo get-rhe Prize by 
knowing this is not the Place -of pay- 
ment: We are in a Workd that was ne- 
ver intended to be our Heaven, and hap- 
py-for us if we go not about to makeit 
i», That wedo fot, as a Learded Man' 
07 B 4 faith, 
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faith, Pro ſunemo-bono. bonorum. tnfirma 
ampled4i : That we chuſe not the low- 
eſt Gocds for the higheſt Good. Graſp 
at a-Cloud inſtead of a Goddeſs, and 
make Vanity an Idol. He that conſi- 
ders how {ad it were to have our Hea- 
ven here, will rejoyce that he ſhall not 
have his Crown till he ſhall get above. 
Thus much for the place where he:a(cen- 
ded, at Bethany on Mount O/zver. 

2. For the Perſons that brought him 
going, called to this glorious Sight. 
They were his Apoſtics. As you have 
allo proved to your hand, in' i Ads. 

_ Which by the way, though, People 
muſt not deifie Inſtruments,. and make 
of Inſtrumentsefhicient Caules, yet Peo- 
ple may by this be taught to give them 
more Honour and Reſpe& than the 
World will now allow them. 
. Ir was neecſiary that all the Diſciples, 
all that then iproteſled the Goſpel ſhould 
be aſcertaind of Chriſt's Aſcenſion, and 
oi. the Manner of .it too. - And Chriſt 
might have done it, by giving notice 
of the tyme, that all might have been 
Eye: 
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| Eye-witneſſes of his Glory tor the: Con- 


firmation of their Faith : But 1t- muſt 
be'all huſhr, and thoſe to whom the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel was com- 
mitted, muſt only be called forth to ſee, 
and fo to deliver and atteſt it to ' the 
World ; which was indeed a deep Con- 
trivance :- Our Wiſdom would have 
thought it might have been more, for 
the Advantage of the Goſpel, that all 
the living might have had a ſight of his 
triumphant Departure : That the Glory 
which he appear'd in at his departure 
might be as a Seal and Confirmation of 
thoſe Goſpel-Myſteries which he had 
Preached; and that the Adverſary might 
have ſeen it and been confounded. But 
it pleaſed God rather, that hereby the 
Miniſtry - ſhould be eſtabliſhed for the 
Revelation of the Myſteries of the Gol- 
pel to his People ; and fo upon ſight of 
his Aſcenſion they went forth and preach- 
ed,Mark16:19. And.in. many of Chrilt's 
more notable Actions, .you may {till 
find one of Chriſt's Eyes looking forth 
to the Eſtabliſhing of Miaiſterial-Inſtru- 

ments, 
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meats, for the diſpenſing of 'his'Gof: 2 


pel-Blefſings. 


When he fed his People in the .Wil- | 


derneſs, he might with a far lefs Mi- | 
racle-have given every one his Portion | 
with his own Hands. But his Apoſtles | 
muſt receive from him, and the People | 
trom the Apoſtles, ſo Ananda mult be | 
tent to heal grur-y reſtore St. Paul when | 
Chriftcould have eafily done it himſet ; 
and Philip muſt be ſent to teach the 
Eunuch : God will have Inſtruments 
waptoy d in his Work till we come 
where be thall be all in all: And Chriſt 
waved the way that muſt have convin- 
ced all Beholders of him, purpoſely to 
eftabliſh a Miniſtry. And ſo we come 
ro the manner. of taking his Farewel. 
He lift up his. Hands and bleſſed them. 


r, Where we: may obſerve by the 
way ; that Chriſt 'was then neareſt his 
tigheſt Glory, .xvhen. his Mouth was 
tifeſt--of | Bleſſings Whilft he bleſ- 
fed: them he- was patted from them. A 


2001 _y to deparc out of . the World. 
wit] 
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| witha Bleſſing in our Months : That 


is to-go as Chriſt went. - Mouths ac- 
cuſtomed to curſed Language, will but 
H diſpoſe a Man to Divine Enjoy ments. 
Hellith Language makes but bad Prepa- 
ration for Heaven's Glory. And as A- 
poſtles ſhould not only enjoy it, being 
only then preſent, ſo itwyl not be letr - 
to Chriſt only to do it. Surely when 
Saints are near the State and Place 
where all their Works ſhall be bleſſing 
and praiſe, they will, before they go, 
enter on their work : God's People are 
always deſirous to do goed, bur at their 
departure, when they are going to the 
City of the fiving God, then are they 
more abundant in . graectous Defires ; 
And as they are breathing out their 
Souls they breath out Bleſſings. Thus 
did Moſes Mouth run over with Bleſ- 
ſings juſt before his Death. Deut.33.1. 
Led Rewben live and not die. Hear Lord 
the Voice of Judah. For Levi let thy 
Thumim and thy Urim be with thy Holy 
one. - Bleſs his ſubftance' and accept the 
work 'of his bands, &c: He ſhut up 
E | tis 


z2 Df Chiif's Aſcenſion. 


his Life, with the ſweet Effuſion of 
many. Benedi&ions upon the People of 
God: 4 
The ſame was /aac's Care and Pra- 
ice when he found his Age had 
brought him near. Death, and when 
Death would receive him was uncer- 
tain, he bethinks himſelt of his Iaſt 
work, to bleſs his Children betore he 
died, and ſoarder'd Eſau to provide for 
his Bleſſing before his deceaſe, Gez. 2 7, 
and afterward bleſſed both his Sons. 
The very laſt words that you hear 
irom Faceb, but the ordering of his 
tuncral were. The Almighty (hal bleſs 
thee with Bleſſings of Heaven above, with 
Bleſſings of the Deep that lieth under /! 
Bleſſings of the Breaſts and the Womb, 
Ger. 49. He breathed out his Life with 
Bleſiings 1g his Mouth ; frequently do 
rhe. Sun-beams ſhine with the greateſt 
clearneſs-.and ſtrength juſt when the 
Sun 1$.abour: to ſet, and ſo doth Grace 
when the Perſon is a dying. . Do-but 
read. the 2, Pet. 1. Obſerve, how Heaven 
firs on ;Peter's Lips, that every word 
breaths 
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breaths Immortality and* Glory, inthe 
Counſel he gives atter (and ver. 4.) | he 
had conſidered that ſhortly he mult; put 
off the Tabernacle of -his Fleſh.  Cer- 
tainly Friends, whea Death ''is* neareſt, 
than are all Graces moft pregnant. Then 
| will gracious Souls take their -fill' of 
| Faith, and Repentance, and Hopes, 
and Prayers, and Bleflings, and' Coun- 
| ſels, and Reproofs ; 'Dearh' breaks the 
Box of Ointment, and- thenis che Houſe 
filled with the Smell : "When St. Paul 
was to leave the Ephefians, and as he 
told them, they ſhould {ee his'face- no 
more, he Preached till-Midnignt, As 
20. 7. and after that - again he” talked 
with them a long whule;-verſ. 11. and 
then he kreeled down and -prayed - with 
them all, ver(. 36. It was his laſt, his 
parting, his farewel Sermon : He was 
to be gone from them for ever, -and fo 
could not tell how to make an end, but 
his Soul was reſolved all into Bleſſings 
and Prayers;and Counlels for their good 
when he ſhould be gone': This was a 
Heavenly parting, and ſuch are the Part- 

ings 
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ings of God's: People ; Full of Bleſhngs, 
tull of Prayers, full of Eacouragements, 
full of Counlel to thoſe they are to leave 
behind. Thus 'as . Chriſt all his time 
taught, you to live, by his departure 
teacheth you-to'die. And tis a brave 
thing to find any of our Friends to de- 
art as Chriſt departed with much of 
G—_ within, infomuch that the diſs 
orders of Diſtempers, cannot hindey 
gracious Words : 

2; It is worth our Obſervation too, 
that Chriſt when he left his Peovie left 
his Bleſſing with them. He blefled them, 
and then was parted from them ; like a 
good Parent finding the time of his de- 
parture near,... calls his Friends. together, 
prays with them, prays for. them and 
{o dies, and leaves them. *Tis a corm« 
fort to a Child to receive his Father's 
Blefling, when God is ready to receive 
his:Father's Soul. And 1t' cannot but 
be an 'infiaite Encouragement to the 
Faithſul however timesprove, to know 
that Chriſt left his Blefling; to his Peo- 
ple, when he was going to his _— 

Its 
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his corporal Preſence gone, was no lets, 
when his Bleſſing filled the room. And 
thus had he ſer his laſt Seal to the truth 
of . his laſt Sermon, John 13. 1. Za- 

ng loved his own, he Javed them nethe 
exd ; he bleſt them as he left them Let 
Men. curſe them what matters that z 
Chriſt whea he went to Heaven bleſſed 
them. The Apoſtles only hearit; but 
the Apoſtles ſhould not only enjoy: : 
For faith Chriſt, Nether pray { for theſe 
alone, but for them alſo which believe on 
me through their word, John 17. 20; $86 
that Chriſt's Bleſſing is a cCommon\Stock 
to all the Church. And-fo we come:to 
the laſt thing; The £#10aſcenſus: The 
Action of Chriſt's Aſcenſion, and that: 
is deſcribed. 


i. Disjuntione ab Apoſtolis ; ln {e- 
Eine trom the Apoſtles. | 
2. Surſum ſublatione; By His being 
carried aloft into Heaven. Now how 
this was done you ſhall find the fame E- 
waxgeli/t more fully, to. expreſs. 1 As 
9. | Wii they beheld, he mas takow up, 


aud 


16 Df Chitſt's- Aſcenſion, 


and a Cloud received him out of their 
fight. 

What might be faid of this Cloud 
might prove a Region too ſublime for 
many of your underſtandings: 'T'is the 
Spiritual Profit and Advantage 1 aim ar, 
and | not Philoſophical Speculations 
which ordinarily makes Mens Minds 
like Fude's filthy Dreamers ; to become 
Clouds without Water carried about of 
Wiads, Jude 12. And therefore of this 
Cloud 1 ſhall only fay this at preſent : 
That it is probable, ' that by this Cloud 
was meant the appearance of Angels ; 
atleaſt with it a great Company of theſe 
Miniſters of God: So that when 'tis 
faid the Clouds received him,” *tis meant 
the Angels received him. as 

For 1t is ordinary 1n Scr.pture to ht 
ſcribe the appearance of Angels by a 
Cload, as figaifying; a great Cornpany, 
2 Elead, of Witneſſes, and hence you 
find, . 25 Exod. 22, God peaks of "the 
covering of the Ark; ſaith, Therewi// 7 
meet thee, and commune. with thee from 
berwixs the two. Cherabims. In the* 16 

| Levi. 
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Levit. 2. *tis rendred, I will appear zx 
the Cloud upon the Mercy-ſeat. Some- 
times a Cload is in Scripture taken for 
God's more glorious Exhibition of his 
Majeſty, and of his-ſpecial Protection ; 
as that Pillar of Cloud that went before 
them by day; ſo that in this place with- 
out any hurt done to the Analogy of 
Faith, we may underſtand it of both. 
That Angels appeared,. and that the 
Majeſty and Glory of the Lord did in 
ſome notable way diſcover it ſelf car- 
rying up our Saviour as It were in a 
Triumphal Chariot to Heaven. 
You ſec how fruitful this Text is: of 
Obſervations : I ſhall only from a De- 
claration of Chriſt's Aſcenſion tye:my 
ſelf to this one to be handled from the 
Words. | 


Doct. That Chriſt after his Paſſon 
and Reſurrettion aſcended up into Hea- 
Ven. vEbg 
A Propoſition that hath in it as great 
a Myſtery, and as great a Mercy as 
any delivered. in Scripture; that there- 

&- mn 
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fote It my be {6 to us. I ſhall inthe 
m—_— of Ity 2h | 


«.: Explaig the Terttis. 2. Prove it. 

-Gle tlie: Groutigs and. Reaſons 
oficit: 

They Ire 6nly twb "Tettns which 
call for rs” Ana and-E7ea- 
"7. 3 - es 

The firſt: Clit ;. Aﬀeenſio on will be 


beſt rn by nn theſe Qiie- 
ſtjons. 5: 19702411 
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Ginit - Ba Poet of - is Divliity 
was radvanetd above alt ' Aſpefthble 
Heavens, and as compleat Conqiietor 
over Death and Hell : Is Triumphantly 
ſat. down as 4 publick Perfon on (his. 
Throne next the” 'Farther, in-order t6 
the glorifying of himſelf and his Peg: 
ple: 1 ſhati nb ow take this Decti 

tion abrofd- Io os parts, beraile the 
mott : contained. i -t ' wilt :&ff in t6 
107 our 
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oflr. Veſt advantage in the Applicati- 
a > 
_ Ohly this: ' Take notice of what [ 
fay, nor do'Þ fay it only, but the Scrip- 
ture with me: Thar he afcended not as 
4/ptivate but a publick Perſon. He 
aſcendet* not barely as the Son of God, 
but as apublick Peron he aſcended as the 
Reprefentarive of all the Ele, he aſcen- 
ded as a Head. And thetefore you thall 
find that afcer Pau liid excellently diſ- 
courfed of rhe Power of God, manifeſt- 
ed th the Reſurrection of. Chriſt from 
the D&dd and Alcetifion” into Heaven, 
1 Epheſ. he doth. 22. ver. look upon 
Chtiſt thus 'tifen and advanced on high, 
4 the Head of his Church and they his 
Body. And afterward, Chap. 2. looking 
upon Chriſt as a publick Perſon, repre- 
ſenting his People in his Death, Re- 
ſottt&ioh nd Aﬀſcenfion : Speaks of 
them thus intereſted in him, as thoſe 
who already fit in Heavenly places, 
Ver. 6. They do not fit perſonally, bur 
in thelr Repreſentative, as the People 
of England fit iti Parliament by their 

& 2 repre- 
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repreicatative. And as the People yet 
unborn may be ſaid to {in in Adam, be- 
caule he was a Perſon that {tood up in 
the ſtead of- all. So with as much pro- 
prie y of Speech may the People of God 
now on the Earth þe faid to fit in Hea- 
venly places, in that Chrilt who, ſtands | 
up for them, and in their names is | 
there aſcended. and fate down. 

Queſt, 2. Can Chriſt be ſaid to aſcend 
in both Natures or no? did he aſcend 
as God, 1t fo his Motion overthrows his 
Omnipreſence, Now for anſwer here- 
to, you mult, know that Aſcenſjon is 
taken two w ays: 

I. Figuratively in regard of State 
and Condition ; and ſo we. ſay a Man 
gets up or comes down, as. his Eſtats 
and Honours grow or decline-though 
he moves not 1n place. 

2. It is taken properly for T.ocal mo: 
tion, a Motion from a lower to a bigh- 
cr place. 

- Nowboth theſe may be admitted. to 
their place in Chriſt's Aſcenſion,though 
not both to both Natures. 


\ For 
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For we muſt know, that Chriſt is a 
compound Perſon, a Perſon confilting 
of two Natures, the Divine and Hu- 
mane. 

Now then the Divine Nature can be 
only ſaid to aſcend in regard of Cond;- 
tron and State, When that w hich lay 
obſcured and vailed in Duſt and Fleſh, 
came to have its Glory and Perfections 
to be manifeſted, and to ſhine forth 
more clearly ; then is he faid to aſcend 
in his Divine Nature. So far ferth as 
Aſcenſion preſuppoſes a Change, it miy 
by no means te predicated of the Di- 
vine Nature. But there may be an Aſ- 
cenſion in reſpe&t of manifeſtation , 
which doth not imply a ciange, but g 
more full appearance. As a bright 
Candle in a Lanthorn, is the ſame whee 
ther the Lanthorn be covered or clean 
wiped. And yet the Light is not alike, 


diſcovered in the one as in the other, Fs 


that the change 1s not at all in the Can- 
dle bur in tne "Lanthord. 
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2. The Dine Nature. may be faid 
to aſcend cauſally in as -much as - he | 
cauſed the Local aſcent of the Humane 
Nature. But now Chriſt man aſcend- 
ed both in regard of State and Place | 
£O0. - 


; Tn regard of Srate ; in that he re- 
ceived that Glory and theſe Perfections, 
which before he had not : For till he 
was aſcenaed his Maphead was not 
glorified. L 


. In regard of Place. In that he 
wy thoſe lower Seats of the Earth, and 
by the Power of his Divine Natyre was 
carried up to thoſe Manſions which. are 
above the Heavens. 

We may learn what his Aſcenſion was 
by his deicenſion : His deſcenſion was 
not, ſay the. Schools, proper bur meta- 
phorical, in reſpe of his Nivige Na- 
ture : Non myutatione loc} wel motu ali 
quo locali. It. was not the change of 
Place or Local motion, as if he were 


cop2e off that glariops and holy place, 


thar 
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that he might come down upon the 
Earth: Sed tantum vaturam humanam in 
terrg you auytem in celo aſſumeydo: But 
only þy atſyming Humane Natyre og 
the Earth which he had not aſſumed in 
Heaven. And ſo ] may by parity of 
Reaſon fay, that his Aſcenſion was þw- 
manan naturam in terrs4 aſſumptan in- 
tra celum recipiendo of transferenda. A 
receiving or tranſ{lzzing his Humane 
Nature aſſumed into Heaven to be glo- 
ried. 

And ſol come to the ſecond Term, 
the Place to which he was advanced : 
to which he aſcended ; and that was 
to Heaven. a 

_ Now Scripture and Philoſophy agree 
in the Number of Heavens ; and from 
both we have warrant for three. 


1. The Region of the Air. 


2. The Starry Firmament or Sphears, 
where the Planets run their couple. 
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3. The higheſ} Heavens where are 
the Seates ot the Bleſſed : The Cezlum 
Empyreum : That reſplendent and'glo- 
rious place, where are the bleſt Spirits 
made perfea. The City of the living 
God, the new Feruſalem: Now when 
we ſay Chriſt aſcended into Heaven we 
mean, into this Heaven of Heavens a- 
bove all thoſe viſible Heavens, and 
thoſe heavenly Manſions where God 
doth more fully ſhew and maniteſt his 
glorious Preſence and Perfection, and 
where his Angels and bleſt Spirits have 
their abode. And hence it is, that Chriſt 
is ſaid to be aſcended afar above all Hea- 
wvexs,Epel.4.10.To that Holy place which 
doth as far out-go all the other Hea- 
vens for loftineſs of Scituation, for ſta- 
bility of Duration, for dignity of Sub- 
ſtance, for largeneſs of Capacity : Doth 
as far, I ſay out-go all other Heavens for 
theſe, as allo for Glory and Bleſledneſs ; 
25 it doth out-go all the Abilities of a 
#Hnmane Under{tanding to comprehend 
them, Sometimes called the Heaven 


4 


a ws we A ob AY han, a 


Re OE on AE. As — Pn 


Df Chiift's Aſcenſion. 25 
of Heavens, 1 Kings 8. 27. by way of 
Eminency. Sometimes the Houſe of 
God the Father, John 14. 2. Sometimes 
the 3d. Heaven. So tar Faith as 'tis 
compared with the Air and Firmament, 
ſtretched out and adorned with ſo ma- 
| ny glorious Starsand Planets, 2 Cor.12. 
2. and yerſ. 4. It is called Paradice, 
whereof that ancient Paradice planted 
in Edey was a Type. Sometimes 'tis 
called Abraham's Boſom. Sometimes 
the new Heaven. Sometimes the high 
and holy place ſhadowed out and often 
deſcribed by Mount Sion. Therefore 
called the Holy Mount of the Lord. 
Sometimes it iscalled a Cty which hath 
Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
# God, Heb. 11. 10. Sometimes the 
Heavenly place. Now to this high and 
to this heavenly place above all Hea- 
veas viſible, to thoſe immortal and un- 
{zen Ones above, was our Saviour at 
his Aſcenſion carried by the infiaite Ver- 
tue and Power of the Divine Nature, tq 
ſit with the Father triumpiant 1n 
higheſt Glory and Majeſty ; " 

tat 


26 PREINES Aloplinn. 
Flaf he was io, we arg. ay to 
"rave. 
Noy this. I hall make god. 
1. By Types. 2, 7 p- heſies. 34By 
Promiſes. T 4: BY Wine. a 
1. By Aug And hence was it as [ 
conceive, and all the Learned I have 
met with : That Enech before the Law 
was franfſated, and in the Body advan- 
ced from a mortal to jmportal Cop- 
ns, rothat place where the bleſt Spi- 
Fits. remain : Till their Bodies ra;ſed | Y 
the Power of Chriſt's V ojce, ſhall be 
prepared for ſich a perfect Tranſſation. 
Gen. 5, 2-4- And Enoch walked with Gad, 
ts laid, and he was not, for God hon 
_ bam. And that this was only an Aſcen- 
fiop without any acquaintance, with 
, the Grave or Corruption, the Apoſtle 
tells us, Heb. 11. 5. By Faith Enoch 
' was rrapſlated that be foould pt ſee 
Death 
Bay, TIDE you have under the 
w of Elzah ſpecified, 2 Kings "op @ © 
ay {:t on fire "ng eal, for God ; 
Was ſutable to his War and Spirit Car- 
| hy ried 
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ried up to God in a fiery Chariot. 


There appeared 'a Chariot of Fire, -aud 
Horſes of Fire, and parted Blah 
and Eliſha aſunder,' ſo that Eliah went 
up by:a Whirlewind into Heaven. 

The Chariot parted E/zah and his 
Friend El/z/ha, but not his Soul and his 
Body ; bis Sopl was tranſlated to Hea- 
yen without. any ſmell of Death upon 
his upper Garment, his Body. Thus 
have you only heard of. one before the 
Law-; 'and one ander the Law by an a{- 
cenfion tranſlated to Heaven : The third 
(whereof. both the other were Types) 
was Chrilt under the Goſpel. | 


2. [:prove it by Prophefh es alſo: In 
order whereto if you pleaſe to turn to 
the 68 Pfalw 18. you thall find David 
ſo confident of Chrilt's Aſcenſion, that 
his Faith looks upon it asa thing already 
performed. Thou haſt aſcended on bigh; 
The Faſhion of that Language to ex- 
preſs the abſolute certainty of things to 
colneby a Fenle that denaies the per- 
formance already paſt. - Whence that 

Ex- 
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Expreſſion, Babyloz 7s fallen, is fallen, 
though it be not accompliſhed to this 
day ;; and leaſt any ſhould miſtake the 
AR, he takes off all miſunderſtanding 
by the Effet : Thou haſt led Captivity 
captive. Thou haſt received Gifts for 
Men. | | 
And that this Prophefie had an eye 
to Chriſt's Aicenſion-; that Chriſt's a(- 
cenſion was the compleating of it. We 
are told by Paul in two places, Eph. 4. 
8. Where you have an account of what 
Chriſt did after his Aſcenſion, in Ex- 
preſſjons proportionable to the Prophe- 
fie of what he ſhould do. When he af- 
cended up on high he led Captivity cap- 
tive. The other Text is, Heb. 4. 14. 
The P/almift had ſaid before : Thou haſt 
aſcended on high. The Apoſtle in this 
place faith : We have a great High 
Prieſt that is paſt into the Heavens, Fe- 
fas the Son of God. Nor can Ithink or 
find leſs underſtood by that Expreſſion 
of the P/almiſts, Pſalm 1 10. 7. He ſhall 
drink of the brook in the way, therefore 
he ſhalt lift up hu head. That it is 1po- 
ken 
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ken of Chriſt ail grant, and that he 
ſhould be advnaced at God's Right-hand, 
the Senſe of the whole Pſalm carries it. 
But firſt he muſt drink of the Brook by 
the way, of that Cup which God had 
put into his hands, for the taking oft of 
his Peoples Sins and attoning the Juſtice 
of God, and then ſhould he lift up tus 
head : That i is, riſe from the Dead, and 
aſcend into Heaven. 

Burt it this ſhall be thought tov ob- 
ſcure, take a further view in the Pro- 
pheſic of Danzel, 7 Ch. 13, 14. 1. faw 
in the Night. Shons, and behold one like 
the Son of Man came with the Clouds of 
' Heaven, and came to. the ancient of days, 
and they brought him before bim, and 
there was . given him Dominion and Gle-. 
ry, and a Kingdom that all People, Na- 
tions and Languages ſhould ſerve him: 
His Dominion is everlaſting, and bis 
Kingdom that which ſhall not deſtroyed. 

This Kingdom and Dominion muſt 
be underſtood of Chriſt's Aſcenſion, 


and not of his coming to Jud gmenh, 
becauſe at his coming to Judgment .al 
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things are td be delivered up *into the 
baptfs of the Pater; © Cor: 1+. - And 
rat ts to be underſtood of Chriſt's 
Aﬀetmfron we may fofftterimes gather 
tr6fhtlt- Mariher 6f his conting to Hea- 
ven © Which fittiythe Propher was in 
his Cloudls : #9 it the 1/t. 4s, you 
chers find Is wit Gatried up to Heaven 
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4. I brove it by Witreſſes tbo. Ybu 
nave it repotted frvm-'the Molths of 
chofe that fav it ; att Efecwithtls is & 
covd Evidetite: He" gat Abed 3 EYe- 
ven together; Afd while they beheld, "tis 
faid, he was taken up, ABESt.y;t6. Not 
Nor dit -they only fee it jÞyntly bur 
witneſs it ſeverally; Ib fattht P8Y&*; i Per. 
3: 22: 6 73 gone mmto Hedwey oo 

Ard” aftef Hint edmies. Pix with 3 
late, But as fire a teſtirisny; Eph. 4.tb, 
Fe that deſcended i the fame alſo thr 
aſcended; Bit if MeRX Aon "nillike;' 
Atpels thay he Heatd: They allo" art 
recorded as Eye:wtnclRs of His glotious 
Triumph, As r. 10. As he went upto 
two Men ſtood by them in white apparel ; 
which alſo ſaid this ſame Feſus which is 
taken from them into Heaven, &c. And 
indeed ſcarce ſhall you find any one 
Point 1nall the Scripture proved more 
punctually : And no wonder. I know 
no Point that hath aWomb greater with 
Mercies. There cannot tall out a Crols, 
LY 1411 Eye may here ſee an excellent 

Com- 
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Comfort. Nor any Condition ſo mean 
and low, which this new State of Chriſt's 
will not {weeten, and in time change. 
As .by God's aſſiſtance we ſhall ſhew 
hereatter.....Be inſtructed how to carry 
your ſelves whea the time of your Dil: 
ſolution draws on. 

Nay, take all in a word, Deſcendit 
ſecundum naturam aſſumentem que ſe in 
carne manifeſtavit  Aſcendit vero ſecun- 
dum naturam aſſumptam in qua ſe mani- 
fe/tavit. He. delcended according to 
that Nature which did aſſume, . which 
manifeſted it ſel in the Fleſh, but aſcen- 
ded accordingto that Nature which was 
TA in which he manifeſted him- 
c 
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[Jams thus opened and confirmed 
the Propoſition by Scripture : We 
ſhall now go on as far as Scripture will 
warant, to give ſome Reaſons. Why it 
was that Chriſt did aſcend into Heaven : 
Some Reaſons reſpect Chritt, and fome 


his People. 


Reaſ. x. Becauſe he had finiſhed that 
Work which he was ſent to do ; he was 
ſent forth from the Father to bring as 
bout that great deſign of Heaven, Glo- 
ry to God, by good will to Man: His 
Work done, that is God's ends accom- 
pliſhed, he had no more to do, but to 
go whence he came, and to manifeſt 
that his Work was done, by taking his 
place again on the Throne. | 

When Ambaſſadors have delivered 
their Maſter's pleaſure according to their 
Commiſſion, they return again to their 


Maſters Courts. And hence it 1s that 
D our 
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our Saviour ready to depart, tells his 
Apoſtles : That he came from the Fa- 
ther into the World, and having done 
his buſineſs, was to leave the World and 
go to the Father again, John 16. 28. 
and 17 Fohn 4. 5. He looksupon finiſh- 
ing his Work as ſo great a reaſon of his 
aſcenſion to Heaven, that he makes that 
the only Argument to move the Father, 
to glorifie him with that Glory which 
he had once enjoyed with himſelf. Z 
have glorified thee on Earth ; I have fi- 
niſhed the Work which thou gaveſt me to 
do. And now, O Father glorifie thou 
me with thine own ſelf, with the Glory 
which IT had with thee before. the World 
was, He had-finiſhed his Father's Work 
on Earth; - It was now but reaſon that 
he ſhould go to Heaven. *Tis obſer- 
vable that-Chriſt could not recover his 
tormer Glory again, till he had dons 
the Sinner's work ; that is,;'he- could 
not have the-Glory agairi till he had o- 
pened a way: for-more Souls-to be .glo- 
rified too. - Qh- Grace inexpreſlible | No 
entring for Chriſt into Glory,-till he 
"I Ss had 
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had done that Work that would bring 
poor Souls-to Glory ; And can any at- 
ter this doubt of God's Love ! 


2. He muſt aſcend ; that he might 
manifeſt to -all the World that he was 
God as well as Man ; his Divinity muſt 
have lain under a Cloud and Suſpicion 
had he not been thus in a Cloud taken 
up into Heaven. Chriſt had told his 
Hearers of many things which were 
too ſublime and high tor their under- 
ſtandings (that were got but little above 
the pitch of Nature) to aſſent to. And 
therefore, that by the Dignity of his 
Perſon, he might win a full aſſent of 
Faith to his Words, he makes it mantfe(t 
that he came down from the Father, 
and how. Why by this 1n that he was 
to aſcend to the Father again, as you 
may fee, Fohn 3. 12, 13. How ſhall ye 
believe if I tell you of heavenly things 2 
No Man hath aſcended np into Heavex, 
but he that came down from Heaven, e- 
ven-the Sonof Man which 1s in Heaven : 
As'if he'had ſaid ye cannot believe-his 

D 2 Words 
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Words ail his Godhead is proved by 
his Alcenſioa. And you find Paul to 
make uſe oi his Aſcenſion as an Argu- 
ment to prove his Godhead by, 4 Eph. 
9, 10. Now that he aſcended, what 1 it 
but that he deſcended firft into the lower 
parts of the Earth, He that deſcended us 
the ſame alſo that aſcended up far above 
. all Heavens that he might fill all things. 
His going up to Heaven 15 there made 
by Pau! an Argument that he came 


bo vn from Heaven. That 1s that he 
* God. 


He muit to Heaven again, that 
Ea might be a tull Requital and Re- 
compence made him for all thoſe Suf- 
terings, and Sorrows, and Diſhonours 
which he met with in the Body. It may 
a{tonith Nature to conſider what he 
{uffered,. and from whom. Now what 
kept. him up in his Sufferings, but the 
aſſurance he hadi'ot his Rew ard? How 
did he bear what he. did on Earth; but 
by conſidering what he ſhould be in 
Heaven. This. 1s the Argument that 
ERIE t + Paul 


RES SOLE Pe” EE” on OD TOO. WT of. 


Df Chttit's Aſcenſion, 357 


Paul makes ule of to prove Its Glory 
by, 2 Phil. 8. 9. Being found in faſhi- 
on as a Man he humbled himſelf, and be- 
came obedient unto Death, even the 
death of the Croſs, wherefore {aith he, 
God alſo hath highly exalted him,&c. Quia 
Chriſt us propter nos in noſtra carue ultro 
Se ſe humiliavit : Deus ea proptus nos, 
' in carne:noſtra etiam in ſammain exbilit 
ſublimitatem. Becauie Chritt of him- 
{elt for us humbled himfelt in our Fleſh : 
Therefore did God for us advance him 
to the grearelt Glory in tie Fleſh. The 
Top and PerfeCtion of Giory muſt be 
| the reward of his Submitſion, to carry 
on God's Purpoſes, 110 Pſalm 73, 
ſhall dr ink of the brook in the way, there- 
fore ſhall he lift up the head. He ſhouid 
drink of that Cup which God ſhould 
put into his Hands embittered with the 
Wrath of God and Rage of Men. And 
then. ſhould he liit up his Head ; yea, 
and there he ſhould liit up his Head ; 
be ſhould be advanced above the Grave 
by his Reſurredion, above the Worid 
by his Aſcenſion, and above all aſpect- 
D 3 25g 
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able Heavens, by {itting down at the 
Right-hand oi God. When Chriſt had 


becn at Bethany, the Houle of the Poor, 
then ſhould he come to Bethe/, the 


Houſe of God. His Croſs mult be his | 


way to his Crown, he muſt wear the 
Crown of 7horns beiore he could put 
on the Crownof Glory. We lee Feſus, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, For the Sufferings of 
Death crowned with Glory, Heb. 2.9. 


4- That he might make it appear 
that his Kingdom was not of thisWorld : 
His Diſciples no fooner faw him dehive- 
red from the Bonds of Death, bur their 
thoughts were preſently on a ffeb Mo- 
aarchy ; a Temporal: Kingdom ; They 
began to grow Millenaries ; dream of 
a Perſonal Reign, which Chriſt himlelf 
ſhould exerciſe over Iſrael, and deliver 
chem irom the Bondage of the Roman 
Yoke, under which they then groan- 
ed; 3s appears from 1 Ads 6. When 
the therefore were come together ; that 
15,h1s Diſciples,They asked of him, ſa aying, 
Lord, wilt thou at this time reftore again 

the 
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the Kingdom to Tſracl: And this was 
the Epidemical diſeaſe of the Jews at 
that time they were ſo ſenſible of their 
temporal Bondage, and it made them. 


| ſo impatient, that they thought it muſt. 


be the Work of him that was the true 
Meſjias by. making himſelt King to fer 
them at liberty, and this and little elſe 
made them look after a #4eſtah; and: 
this fond Conceit (becauſe they under- 
ſtood not wherein Chriſt's Kingdom 
did conſiſt) made Chriſt a Stumbling 
block and Rock of Offence unto them, 
that they could not believe 1n him : 
Now Chriſt's Diſciples livipg among(t 
them, began to be tainted with the 
ſame Opinion ; That Chriſt by a per- 
ſonal Exerciſe of Sovereignty came to 
reſtore the temporal Power and King- 
dom to the Fews. Now that they might 
not- be fo taken with Chriſt's bodily 
Preſence as to forget his Spiritual Rule 
and Scepter. 'He withdraws that from 
them by his Aſcenſion, and promiſes 
2 more effuſion of his Spirit upon them, 
whereby their carnal Blindneſs might 


40 Df Chiift's Aſcenſion. 


be taken off, and they guided. in the 
way of all Truth. And thus much 
Paul's Words - import, 2 Cor. 5. 16. 
Though we have known Chriſt after the 
Fleſh, yet now henceforth Know we him 
yo more. As it he had ſaid, All carnal 
Knowledge of Chriſt in reſpe& of per- 
ſonal appearance muſt now be laid aſide 
he is aſcended on high. We muſt now 
labour to know him 1n a Spiritual way, 
ſo to know him as to believe in him, to 
ſubmit to him : To look for Grace by 
him and Heaven with him. f 

Theſe Reaſons I ſhall only give, as 
reſpeting Chriſt himſelf ; There may 
be others drawn from that Eye which 
Chriſt had to the Advancement and 
Comfort of his People. But I ſhall wave 
them here and propoſe them in another 
place ; as the bleſſed Conſequences and 
Effects of his the glorious Aſcenſion 
of \Chriſt. OI... 

And now ſhall according to promiſe 
proceed nnto Application ; -and thereby 
improve it three ways, to Information, 
to Comfort, to Counſel. 
: 1. Is 
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r. Is it ſo that Chriſt is locally af- 
cended into the higheſt Heavens ; fir(t 
Uſe for [nformation, and that in ſun- 
dry Particulars. 


Uſe 1. Then may we here ſee the 
Vanity of that Popiſh Tranſubſtantiati- 
on. That real, or rather Corporal pre- 
ſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, which 
they with ſo much fury maintain : A 
carnal and corporal Preſence : For we 
deny not a real Preſence in a Spiritual 
ſence : For Chriſt is really preſent in 
the Sacrament, though not corporally 
and it were no way improper to call it 
a ſenſleſs Opinion, ſince they muſt de- 
ny the Office of all the Senſes that all 
Men have in the World to maintain tt : 
And though the Senles at the time of 
Adminiſtration are all at a loſs in re- 
ſpect of finding any thing which may 
be a Confirmation to their Opinion, 
yet will they not endure a Spiritual 
Underſtanding of it : They place it un- 
der a miraculous Power, and yet. no 
change found by any Senſe ; whereas 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt never did Miracle, but convinced 
the Senſes when he turned Water into 
Wine : They taſted Wine : So the fue 
Loaves, &c. [t muſt not be thoughta 
Perception above Senſe, though them- 
{elves cannot but deny it to be ſuch a 
Perception as the Senſes are not at that 
time capable of, But had we no. other 
Arguments to ſhew the © Ablurdity of 
this Opinion than what we were holpen 
to in the Doctrine of Chriſt's Aſcenſion 
it were enough. And therefore as the 
Angel argued from Chriſt's Reſurrecti- 
On, that he was not in the Grave, Mat. 
28. 6. He not here for he # riſen; to 
may we argue from Chriſt's Aſcenſion. 
that he 1s not in the Sacrament in that 
manner as the Papiſts dream, He is not 
there, thar is, not corporally, for he is 
aſcended : And to this very end doth 
Chriſt ſpeak of his Aſcenſion, 6 Fohr 
61, 62,63. That he might there con- 
vince the Diſciples of their Miſtake ; 
when they thought that Chriſt was car- 
nally or corporally to be eaten. 
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In the 55, 57 Ferſes, Chriſt had 
told his Diſciples, that his Fle/h was 
meat and his blood was drink ; and' ſaith: 
Chriſt, he that eateth me ſhall live. 
Hereupoathe Diſciples like the Papilts, 
began to think of a Corporal cating of 
Chriſt's Fleſh, and were offended at it : 


| Now Chrilt to ſatisfie them, tellsthem, 


that his meaning was ſpiritual, that 
they ſhould feed on him fpiritually,and 
not carnally, for to'eat him corporally 
at the Sacrament that could not be, faith 
Chriſt: And how did he prove that 1t 
could nor be? Why, Becanſe he was to 
aſcend to the Father : His aſcenſion to 
Heaven: would take off his corporal 
Preſence at the Sacrament, What , 
ſaith Chrift, if ye ſha ſee the Sor of 
Man aſcend up where he was before - It 
z the Spirit that quickeneth, the Fleſh 
profiteth nothing, the Words that I ſpeak 
to you are Spirit ; by which Chriſt 
clearly ſhews, that 'tis a Spiritual eat- 


ing of him 1n the Sacrament that he re- 


quires, and not a carnal ; and that it 
can be vinderſtood of no other but 2 
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ſpiritual ; becauſe he 1s alcended where 
he was before. Can Chriſt be corpo- 
rally preſent at the ſame rime in Hea- 
ven and on Earth too? hecan't be ted 
on here, for he 1s not here, but al- 
ccnded. 


2. By this Doctrine of Chrift's A(- 
cenſion may we be aſſured too, that we 
are gainers and not loſers by the want 
of Chriſt's bodily Preſence : We are all 
Ike Chriſt's Diſciples, they were loath 
to part from him after they had enjoy- 
cd him : And we are ready to think 
they only were happy, who. when. he 
was in the World did enjoy him: And 
oh how happy had we been had we lt- 
ved at that time ! My Brethren, We 
ſhould be lefs happy, it we had Chriſt 
now upon Earth! then we can be now 
he is tor us in Heaven : Tis-our gain 
that we do not now corporally en- 
joy him. : 

The Sun could not be placed fo much 
for our comfort any where upon Earth, 
AS it 15 now 1t is {et in the Firmament ; 

| and 
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and *tis our greateſt advantage that our 
Sun of Righteouſneſs is placed on the 
Throne above all Heavens to appzar be- 
fore theLord tor tie good of his People. 
Therefore when Chriſt perceived his 
Diſciples fad at the news of his depar- 
ture, Fohn 14. 28. If ye loved me, 
ſaith Chriſt, you would rejoyce becauſe 
I faid I go to the Father. 

'Tis a Crown of Joy ſet on our 
Heads, that Chriſt, who is the King, 
our Righteouſneſs, is fate down with 
that Crown on his Head, which inſtates 
him in ſuch a Dominion and Riches as 
ſhall make for the Comfort and Ad- 
vancement of his People : As we ſhall 
ſee more particularly anon. 


3. Be we aflured of this too ; that 
though he be gone above us, he is not 
gone from us ; his aſcenſion to his Fa- 
ther hathnot taken off his relation to 
his People. Though he hath changed 
his place, he hath not loſt his affeQtion : 
He 15a Brother ſtill: When Chriſt was 
upon Earth, go te my brethren, faith 
Z he 
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he, I am to aſcend, and after he was 
aſcended, he calls them Brethren ſtill, 
Heb. 2.11. Friends, are you now a- 
ſhamed of Chriſt > Chriſt is not a- 
ſhamed of you, now he is gone to 
Heaven. Some Men, when they are 
preferr'd and got into.great places, will 
diſown thetr poor Relations before great 
Perſonages : But Chriſt is not of [this 
Temper, he is {till the ſame to thee in 
Heaven, that he was on Earth ; thy God 
ſtill, chy Chrilt ftill, thy Friend {till. 
I aſcend to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God, John 20. 17. 
A Conſideration that hath Sugar e- 
nough in it, to ſweeten the bitrereſt 
Portion that: can be put into thine 
hand. 

- (Chriſt ſtands 1n the'ſamerRelation to 
thee that everhe did, andthe:ſame At- 
te&tion ; he:hathnotloſt his Bowels by 
going to:Heaven. Oh, it was a Cor- 
dial:that made Fo#'s bitter Cup a moſt 
{ſweet and pleatant iNraught. 1 know 
that my Redeemer liveth'Gea/z; I know 
that my Xmmfmayliveth:io the pen 

WI 


ww O ff .-0 © 


( * ww 


Df CThitſt's Aſcenſion, 47 
will bear, Ruth 4. 10. Haſt thou no 
Friends here, remember thou haſt a 
Kinſman in Heaven, that will own: thee 
when all the World will [leave thee ; 
nay when thou muſt leave the World : 
Thou wert a poor deſpicable tortorn 
Creature ; yea, but now thou art allied 
to the Crown. Thou art kin to the 
Heir apparent of Heaven ; one that wall 
never deny his Relation ; one who, tho' 
he be gone out of thy fight, yet thou 
art not out of his Mind ; his Heart 1s 
fell with thee a peculiar People: _—_ 
£5 m24TUyov, 4 People of Purchaſe : A 
Man will not loſe a Jewel that hath coft 
him dear. 


4. By this Doctrine. of. Chriſt's Al- 
cenſfion-+we come to be aflured too ; 
that Chriſt hath finiſhed thar Work 
which he came to do for his: People. 
That: the Purchaſe is made. Heaverr 
purchaſed: for us, our Souls for him.: He 
our Inheritance, we his: The Work of 
Regemption ended, and all fully accept- 
ed; for-Chrilt's Aſcenſion -doth tulily 

prove 
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prove that all is fatisfied : And ſo much 
I underſtand by that Phraſe of Chrilt's, 
John 16. 10. He ſhall convince the 
World of Righteouſneſs, becauſe I go to 
the Father. The Spirit of God ſhould 
convince his People, that all ſatisfaction 
was made by Chriſtin that he was gone 
to the Father. But you have a moſt 
excellent and full place to this purpoſe, 
9 Heb. 13. By his own blood he entred in 
once into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal Redemption for us. In that he 
entred into Heaven, into that hol 
place, it was clear that tne Work of 
Redemption was finiſhed. When he had 
by himſelf purged our ſins. he ſate down 
on the Right hand of the Majeſty on high, 
faith Paul, Zeb. 1. 3. Had henot tulfil- 
led the Law,ſtruck out the ſcore, which 
lay in God's Debt-book charged on our 
Account : Had he not in all things 1a- 
tisfied his Father's pleaſure, he had 
never got into that holy place : 
But he cries rr72aza : It 1s finiſh- 
ed and the Father, Zeb. 1. 13. XXX. 
fays to him, - Kz0s ſit down, 'as an ac- 
knows- 
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knowledgment he had done his Work; 
a very Scheme and Draught of Heaven, 
aSit were ina few words: Chrilt 1s aſ- 
cended, the great Work of Redempti- 
on finiſhed. Not a Sin left now for a 
Believer to anſwer for, but can you be- 
lieve. A Pardon purchaſed, Heaven 
obtained and not a peny to be paid. 
The Debt paid, the Book croſt. Chriſt 
hath done all and that he hath,we know 
that he is aſcended : His very afcenſt- 
on ſhews that you have now nothing to 
do, but believe, ſins be many, ſins be 
q - But can you believe 2 Chriſt 

th made the purchaſe, taken poſleſſi- 
on. Tho haſt nothing to do but to 
walk to thine Inheritance, all thy care 
is but that thou do not loſe thy way. 
Chriſt prepares all againſt thy eo- 
ming. | | 


”'5. Something for thy Inſtruction 
thou haſt too, in theſe Circumſtances 
that ittended this glorious Aſcenſion 
which, are very remarkable, which 

+ E Were 
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were -pointed to in opening this Pro- 
poſition. 


1. From the place whence Chriſt did 
aſcend ; from Bethany on Mount Oliver, 
24 Lake 50, 51. It was that place 
where Chriſt was taken, when Judas 
did betray him. The place of Ins Sut- 
terings ſhould be as it were the firſt 
{tp ro his Glory ; He mult aſcend from 
Bethany, the place where his Peace is 
diſturb'd, his Glory begun, Bethany, 
I then told you, was a Compound in 
the Hebrew Language, made of Beth 
and Inaniah ; and ſignified the Houſe of 
Aflition, or the Houſe of the Poor ; 
very obſervable. The Houſe of Afﬀli- 
Aion was the place of his. Exaltation : 
He muſt go to Heaven out of the Houſe, 
of the Poor: And truly, My Brethrey, 
Bethany is ordinarily the way to Bethel; 
The Houle. of the Poor; the way to the 
Houſe of God: And thus doth God of- 
ten make his Peoples ſufferings In-lets. 
to Glory : Comforts are never ſo, well 

pc reliſhed, 
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reliſhed, as when they come up in the 
rear of 'Crofſes. 'Tis twice a happi- 


neſs when: a Man comes to be happy at- 
ter he hath been miſerable : 


2. Whilſt he bleſſed them, he was 


parted from them : He ſang his ſweereſt 


Tunes when he was neareſt his end. 
Whilſt he was blefling his'Diſciples, and 
was ſpeaking to them, things apper- 
taining to the Kingdom of God, he was 
taken away, As 1. 9. Aworthy Pre- 
ſcdent and Pattern, for all that are draw- 
ing nigh their end to drets by. The 
Kingdom of God was'in his Mouth be- 
tore-he had it m polleſſion Heaven was 
in him, before he was in Heaven ; He 
was talking of God before he went to 
God'” Thus muſt all that hope to live 
with him, ſpeak much of” him : 'You 
muſt all die” 'Brethren, learn here whit 
to'do'\ when you come to die, make 
zu dying times,titnes of fiving Coun-. 

ing words'often make”, a: no- 
ble Tnpreſion oft -—_ Spirits : And 


2. there- 
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therefore when God ſeems to. call. for. 


any of you, begin. at leaſt to ſpeak Hea- 


ven's Language, before you go: And 
that you may learn Heaven's Language 


before you come- to die : That's the 
Reaſon Men are {o ſpeechleſs tn reſpect 
of. heavenly Diſcourſe on their Sick- 
beds and Death: beds, becauſe they uſe 
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amongſt his'Friends ; and if his advice” 
be good, it may be their Happineſs, that 
he dried 'amoneft them. ' Chriſt when 
he departed the World would have his 
Friends about him : And what to do, 
but to leave them a Copy what to do 
when he-ſhould be gone. | 
And fo Fcome to a ſecond way: of 
improving this Propofition, and that is 
by way - of Conlolation, and truly in' 
this-one Dodtrine there is ſo much lodg- 
ed, that all Believers may look on this 
Truth, and without any cenſure of fol- 
ly ſing a Requiem to their Souls. Soul 
ow take thy reſt, thou haſt mich laid 
up in fore for many years : Now, my. 
ferred, hs IS "ihe Top-ſtone of if 
our Happineſs, which. being laid all, the 
People of God may cry, Grace, Grice 
unto it: -Never could Comforts have. 
been ſolid and permanent had not Chriſt 
aſcended ; for by this aſcenſion you 
heard before. we enjoy a Chriſt when 
we'dv not "ſee him, and he owns. us 
though wedo not ke bim ; And here- 
born: E 3 by 
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. by all his other Labours; and.;Travels, 
and Sufferings are made our. perfect 
Mercy. Thus finiſhed all, and this got 
all; his death could not have given but 
an imperie found, had he died and 
ſtopt there, he had done you no good, 
his Reſurrection had been” bur half 
Comfort. Our Pardons had been but 
little worth it he had not by this act of 
his Aſcenſion made Proclamation of 
them : Nor would our Enemies have a- 
bated much of their boldneſs and tri- 
umph had not this triumph of Chriſt 
thrown them on their backs: Who « 
he that condemns, it u Chriſt that died, 
yea, rather that u riſen again, who i e- 
wer at the Right-hand of God, Rom. 8. 
js That we may have theſe cordial 

earls prepared i in the Goſpel to lie by 
us againſt our times of faintings. (which 
haſten on apace) let us conſider how 
many of them may be found :. In thoſe 
ends which Chriſt did propound to 
himſelf in his Aſcenſion for ing Peoples 


advantage. he 
7 Then 
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1. Then this was the Mark in Chriſt's 
Eye when he did aſcend ; he went up 
to Heaven that he might open and'con- 
ſecrate a way for us to the Throne of 
Grace, Chriſt went up to Heaven that 
our Prayers might come thither, a Mer- . 
cy above any ſum we can-make. ' Bre- 
thren, Sin had thruſt us out of God's 
Preſence, and ſhur rhe doors after us : 
Chriſt now is aſcended to open Heavens 
door again for us, and bid us welcome 
into God's Preſence Chamber ; what an 
unutterable Priviledge is it to have a 
clear Paſſage to Heaven ia our Dutles, 
that poor contemptible Creatures hat 
are afraid to ſpeak to Men may yet 
boldly and freely converſe with God. 
Now that way might be made to go to 
God -for us, that the Sluces may be 
brokenup for God's Mercy to come 
dowgupon us, was one of Cnriſt's ends 
why 'he-did aſcend, Heb. 10. 20, 2T. 
Having boldneſs to enter into the bolieft 


ycahs "Blood of 4h By a new and 
E 4 living 
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Living way which he hath conſecrated for 
us,let us draw near with atrue heart,&c, 
Qur. hope to be heard 1n Heaven IS 
Chriſt's being in Heaven tor us ; What 
a taſte of Heaven may we find. in this 
Point before we get thither. That we 
may now with boldneſs come . ſince 
Chriſt is gone before. Oh, that Chriſt 
bath left us ſuch an Incouragement to 
on God in all our neceſhities, as is 
_— found in his Aſcenſion! We may 
now pray and not fear, our Mediator 1 1s 
one before, our Advocate 1s with. the 
ag 
Be-now wholly confident. that thou 
ſal: be heard in that thou feareſt, weak 
Duties cannot hinder acceptance, when 
Chriſt .is above to further it: Whenthou 
doſt.pray thou- goeſt to a God that bath 
thine Advocate at his Right-hand. | He 
that is of God's Counſel 15thy, Counſel ; 
This the. Apoſtle thinks is enough. to 
give a Man a bold and confident face 
m.that holy Preſence, .4 Heb, I 44: IG. 
Wrng then that me have an High Ekich, 
Fat 
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that is paſſed into the -Hewvens, Feſus 
the Son of God: Let us' therefore come 
boldly unto the Throne of Grace. Never 
tear, "Chriſt is above: Who would not 
come boldly: into the Court., when he 
knows he hath ſuch a Perſon to preſent 
his Petition. The eldeſt Son-to the King 
is of thy ſide, what needeſt thou fear; 
ſome would take oft Prayer from being 
now a Duty becauſe-we live in the days 
of the Goſpel. Days ſay they of a high 
Dilpenſation, *'tis Fj being too high tor 
Duty. No, my Brethren, pray now 
it ever,. for now- thine Advocate 5 In 
Heaven, '-and- therefore . thou. ſhoukHſt 
now be. always wa 2 up. Petitions 
—— WE ICS 


2. Chrift aſcended to Heaven, [thas 
be might make a full Conqueſt over all 
his: Peoples:Enemies : And this. we are 
told by. the. Author to the Hebrews, C5: 
10.12, £3: This man fat ' down at the 
right have of 'Godl expetting till his ene- 
mies be'made' his fortſtvol; That is, | till 


they 
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they are fully conquered ; and in the 
4Eph..8. When he. aſcended up on high 
he led Captivity” captive ; \ That is, he 
led thoſe captive which had before kept 
his People, in captivity ; as we may ſee 
to be the meaning of the Phraſe in the 
5 Judges 12. An alluſion to the Cuſtom 
of the Romans, who after their Vidtory 
led their Captives in triumph. So 


Chriſt's alcendingup to Heaven, it was | 


his getting into his Triumphal Charior, 
leading his own and his Peoples Enemies 
captived at his: Chariot-wheels . as it 
were ; and ſo faith Paul, 2Coloſ. 5./Za- 
ving ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, 
he made a ſhew of them openly, triumph- 
ing, over them, iSerypualiow cy mapa: 

That is, he did in height of con- 
gdence-make theta a publick:'Example 
of, fcorn and;thame..- *Tis-true, Chriſt 
trook the:þft-frroke,. andivorrthe day 

onbis,Ctals, 2;'Ther the Devil and Sin, 
and Death\xecgved their mortal wound. 
But. at. \the; ReſurreRtian he» ſeized: the 
ag laid hold-on thoſe\h&-had _—_ 

s 


© 
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ed ; andby his Aſcenſion dragged them 


as it were at his Chariot-wheels to : be 
trampled npon byall thoſe that areMem- 
bers: of his : Body; * which makes the 
Victory of: God's poor People certain. 
Oh what a comfort'is-this, my:: Bre- 
thren, ' that Chriſt by ' going up to Hea- 
ven doth-manifeſt to all the World thae 
all their Enemies, lie bleeding at his 
Feet. i. That he hath overcome the 
Grave, Death, the Devil and Sin : They 
may. bark, they: can.bite no more, the 
Serpent may. put out his Sting but can- 
not hutt.' They now lie all as Captives 
chained'-in the Stocks:.till the King's 


_ Pleaſure : How are; wehereby.:armed 


againtt-the fear: of Satan':-Tconfeſs theſe 


| ſpiritual Powers are great-in their own' 


nature: .But they :are' not now wlnt 
they-were. ,They are diſarmed Devils, 
they are Devils, but:they-are naked De- 
vils;{Devils they are; but wounded De- 
vils, conquered Devils;: Devils led cap- 
tives ; Devils in Chain ; no fear of a 
chained Enemy if you come not with- 
in his reach. =» : 

_ >. Againg 
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2. ”— onocarg—s have 
we-here to hold- ont! in alt our Enconn-: 


ters againſt:theſe Egemies : They may 
faam:but they. cannot fight ;. they 'are 
Prifoners, Captives : chained vu pÞ from 
doing hurt : Chriſt-our Lord doth hold 
them pinioned that they cannot ſtir , 
they- think they may do what. they 
pleaſe ; but no+ more then a Goal-bird 
1 Irons, they are held with Irons: of 
Gwilt, and in Chains: of Providence; 
we would all ay that that Man hath 
2 baſe low: Spirit, who when he was: 
well appointed,aod well- guarded ſhould 
tzar.a naked Enemy: | 

We have our. Weapons with ns, our 
Captain wath us; onr Enemies nakedand 
hound :: Let ws bedſtrong then ini:the 
might :of- him: that: ſtrengthens us;; to 
look vpon; Satan-now as looſe,; locale. 
03 Chtilt's Afﬀcenſwn. : He :is a Devil 
Las Bs — ei_ Devil. 2 * wbI - @i: 
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3. Here's an Encouragement for our 
Faith too; keep that: eye clear, that 
thou, mayeſt ſee thy Victory, aud thou 
art fate ; there's no-more required. then 
that thou: fee thy Captain trumphng. 
Give Glory unto Chriſt, that he hath 
done. this for thee, and he will apply it 
C0) thee. ; | | 

Doth the Devil hold hard : Fear nor, 
one look of Chriſt's, will make his 
Weapons fall out of .his hands : Is Sin 
ſtrong? Yea, but the Sting is gone : 
Chriſt hath the Vitory ; look to thy 
Saviour, let' but thy . Faith: mount into 
his Triumphal Chariot; and thine Ene- 
mes are all under thy: feet alſo. You 
know tits a-mighty Entouragement to : 
2 Souldier to- fight;' when: he ſees: his 
Commander go: on- beating. down -his 
Enemies before: tum... We: ſhould fear 
our .Engemies Jeſs; and prevail more; it' 
we would eye: Chriſt's. Conqueſt more : 
frequently-4> having: ſich a- Friend! in 
Heayen we needinot fear amy:on Earth; : 
oorhfrendio Heſs vil) nt 2» 
> J- ae 
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2 He aſcended on high for the pour- 


ing forth of the Graces of his Spirit, 
that his People might alſo be prepared 
tor that holy place ; not only that they 
be ſecured here, but | crowned above, 
whence faith the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 4. 8. 
Wheza he aſcended on high he led Capt i- 
vity captive, and gave Gifts unto men. 
It is an alluſion to- the Roman Cuſtom, 
tnat when the Conqueror rode 1n Tri- 


umph_ towards:the: Capitol” or Palace, - 


he did not obly draw. the Priſdners at 
his :Chariot-wheels, 7but- alſd ſcatter'd 
Maney: to'tlie Spettaros that faw him 
ride along in Triamph.'Why ſo:=Ehriſt 


heving by: his Afcenſiow fpoiled Death | 
and: the Devil,- caſt his Gifts unto Men," 


difpenſeth his'Graces in a'greater' mea-- 
ſaxSlinto-the Hearts of his People: He 
hath-:conquered: his "Enemies ;\and'now! 
gives about his: Favaurs to” thoſe 'that 


are fs, fo. that ſtrengtlvof Graee is the 


Frait. af Ehriſt's :Aſcenſion ; and Aﬀs 


2. "_s ——_ by the Right hand of God 


exalted ; 
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exalted':; he hath ſhed forth the Holy 

Ghoſt... 'And therefore to comfort his 

Diſciples at his departure ; ſhews them, 

what they ſhould get by the loſs of his 

corporal Preſence, Fohn 16. 7. It us 

expedient for you that 7 go away, for if 
I go not, away. the Comforter will nat 

come to you: But if I depart I will ſend 
him to you: And 7 John 39. The Holy 
Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe that 
Chriſt was not yet glorified; Not that 
this Text, or that other, gwes any coun- 
tenance to. that. Socinian dotage ; That 
before Chriſt's Aſcenſion there-were no 
ſaving Gifts of the Spirit, for that will 
ſuppoſe, that before Chriſt was there 
none went to Heaven, or that Holineſs 
was not. neceſſary. to the ſeeing of God 2 
But . the; Graces of God's. Spirit were: 
oot.given down. in that full and. aburs 
dant meaſure. till aſter Chriſt s Aſcenſi- 
en..: "The: Apoſtles had after Chriſt's Af 
cenfion,, as in the. 2 Ads, a greater. 
meaſure of the Holy:Ghoſt poured down 
into ka they had been given to;the 
People 
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= le of 'old. The Diſciples living in 
the "Enjoymeat of -Chriſt's corporal 
Preſence, were ſo hung upon that, that 
they were leſs capable of his fpiritaal 
Preſence ; and'therefore Chriſt 'muſt be 
gone that way might be made for this 
Spiritual appearance ; an infinite com- 
fort. in this Ade of great workand*dit- 
fieutries, - that God's People may now 
to with: -bolditeſs to beg greater mea- 
fares of Grace, yea and expect them 
too, -for this was'the-end of Chriſt's 
Aſcen ſiot.; ' That-if-/Troables grow and 
Work-increa(t 'a'Stul-may now expect 
higher -- and} mote enlarged Graces. 
Chrift did aſcend not only to give you 
Gifts'to brit you' to Hedveh; * but to 
give you Miniſters efriched” With eini- 
_ none: Ao. to-fir: - ou” -4br Heaveri, 

£4. - which b "the way may 
ſhaw? "wo Kew 'AE "they *requite -the 
EO-KD: whett they *bahd "themſelves 


aiiiſihim. - Your” Ty and # +. 


Mirifters-- webs: lik Ee "the Fr 
RY FS 'Ps''Aſcettfiolh, that oppoft 


them 


p o—_— Ak. As. = 


| Avcdtet'ek who is boly made” hig 
| ſhewus thee — lc God's Peok 
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them is" to refiſt the GRACE of 
6 O'D: | 


4. Chriſt alcerided on high to nike 
IcitereeMion for - his People. My Bre- 
thren, Chrift got into Heaven not 
ro open'a way for his People to pra) 
bur that he might himfeif pray for his 
People, Heb. 9. 24. He # entred into 
Feaven it felf, now to appear in the 

preſence of God for us.It was requiſite that 
Chit ſhould aſcend into Heaven ; that 
as he executed rhe Office of a Prieft, 
by offering himſelf upon the Croſs for 
us, he might alſo doit by appearing be- 
fore God in Heaven to make Intercaſli- 
on' for us. - There is he now holding up 
his. Blood, his Wounds to the Father, 
that poor- Worms may be pardoned, 
poor' Souls ſaved, poor Bodies raiſed, 
and thier both glorified. | 
'*Twas ſuch 2 Prieſt we wanted, faith 
Paul;' Heb. 7. 26. Sarh an Hg Prieſt 
r they 


the Raven, — by *the | ey dor®. 
plc 
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ple have by : Chriſt's abſence more then 
they ſhould by his Preſence, Chriſt 
could never have fulfilled the Office of 
his Priefthood by :making Intercefſton 
for his People if he had not gone bodily 
into Heaven; and- therefore tis ſaid, 
F. be were on Earth he ſhould not. be a 
"Prieſt: Look on this now as - an un- 
ſpeakable comfort , that our..Saviour is 
now..in Heaven bodily appearing: before 
God, making Syuit;and Intercetlion for 
his People, that their Sins may be pardon- 
ed,that their Prayers may be heard, that 
their Souls may he. faved,.. that their E- 
nemies may, . be. diſappointed, this was 
typified under the-Law, in the 28 Exod. 
9, LO, 11, 12,.29. Aaron the . Jewiſh. 
High Prieſt was-to.. bear the Names of 
e..Children: of, ſrae/ inthe. Breaſts 
Place of Judgment. upon his Heart, when 
he went 1nto the holy. Place tfor.a; Me- 
marial:before.the Lord continually; and 


thus. Typewasfulfilted in-the Aſcenſion. 


of. Chrilt;;. 25 ln. Heb. 9. cÞ4 Ebrilt. is 


evtred., inta Heaven, to appear. in the 


preſerce LY God for-W-: -Phuher .he is 


4 


Sq gone” 
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gone with: the Names of all- his People : 
not onHhis Breaſt, - but in his Heart, to 
make- Interceſſion for them to his Fas" 


ther. | 
The Comforts "PONY: may” be: ga- 


| thered' from the two principal Parts 


thereof. 


xr. The Preſentation and Tender of 
his 'own Blood to his Father, which he 
ſhed for our Sins; a Blood of ſo much 
worth and value ; as God himſelf can- 
not ask'more, for? tis the Blood of - him 
that 1s his fellow, that is as much as to 
ſay the value of itis infinite, not infinite 
only by way of price but efficacy : A 
Blood that dyes white, that make Sins 
of a' Crimſon and a Scarlet-dye, like 
Snow and Wool. 


2. A making requeſt for us © Thus 
did the High Prieſt, who was a Typeof 
Chriſt enter into the holy of holieſt, 


which was a Figure of Heaven ; not on- 


Jy with Blood: but with Incenſe, which 


_ "Agnifie .his Prayers - to his People ; 
P43 that 
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that by.both he might perform the Of- 


fiee of an Interceſior, .Levit. 16: 12. 


What the, High Prieſt did typically 
within the Vail, Chriſt doth now real- 
ly within Heaven : [And theretore: be is 
jaid.to enter in by hs Blood into the boly 
place, Heb. 9. 12. and not only fo but 
with. his incenſe too, Revel, 8. 2, 3. 
whereof 3t is faid, that much was: g7uen 


him, that he ſhould offer it with: the 


Prayer of the Saints: Now indeed ' his 
very Blood hath: an interceding Voice, 
and thereiore1t 15, eaffed, 7he Blood that 
ſpeaketh, Heb. 12. 24. My Brethren all 
that is in Chriſt hath a Voice to. beg his 
Peoples Pardon : - A happy Pcople to 
have {uchan Advocafe;his Perſon prays, 
his Office prays, his - Humiliation, his 
Exaltation, all have a Voice to beg mer* 
cy for a poor Sinner ; like Pau! for O- 
wefrmus ; a Mediator for lim, and a 
Sponſor for him, Philem. g. 10. A Me- 
dnator 7 beſeech thee for Oneſemus, faith 
he, and a Sponfor ; if be hath wronged 


phee,, or oweth thee any thing put # oh 


mine account, I wif repay it, Thus is 
Y Chriſt 
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Chriſt both a Mediator and Surety: : 
Heace he is called a Medjator of a better 
Cavenant, Heb. 8. 6. And a ſurety of 4 
better Tetament, Heb. 7.22. b&& that 
hedoth not only pray tor us but priq- 
miſe for us, he doth; not only beg: for 
us but engage for us. His Perfon, thar 
cries for Mercy : The Nature that hath 
finned fiffered : His Merits that cries 
for mercy : The Debt which was due 
is' ſatisfied : His Wall: that cries for 
merty ; Father 7 will that they alſo whom 
thou haſt given me ; be with me where T 
am; Jobe” 17. 24. Thus is Chrift a 
compleat Tntercefior : All in himcinter- 
eeges, and he intercedes for all in us : 
For Sim to be pardoned, for Sin to be 
purget ; for the Soul to'be faved ; for 
the Perſon tobe glorified; hence come 
all our Mercies, priviledges all our 
_ Hopes / for. 


ET. Hereby:y we come to be brought 
intoa more -familiar acquaintance with, 
and-etjoyment ef God'himfelt, 7 pray 
for theſe, faichChrift : That as tho fa- 

F 3 ther 
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ther; art-in,me aud I id thee, ' they: alſo 
may: bs one - in. Us;\iJohn 17. 21: That 
God, and-bis People are as one, was-the 
Puxchaſe of - his Blood, but that they 
are faſtened i 19. the- -moſt yniting Bond 
at : Love and. Afﬀection is the: Fruit! of 
Chrilt's ProJerrr 


2. Hercby. we: Come too, to > be. Gard 
niſhed with. all;ſpitizgal Graces; for our 
ſpiritual Emplayments.; :/ will pray the 
father, 1aith Chriſt;. awd he ſhall give 
you another Comforter, that he. may tide 
with you for ever even the S pirth of truth, 
John. 14-16, 17. Eyery glance of God 
on thy Heart, EVery motion of his Spis 
rit in thy Soul ; ,every impreſſion of 
Grace on thy Spirit, is kin. Fruit i; of ah 
Intercellion of Gipif, ec! 


J Hs come all our Saices- to 
be fanCtified. The High Prieſt was to 
tear the Tuiquity:of the holy thingsof the 
Children of Iſrael, Ex0d.38.28,.y0 yeah 
Chriſt : He is. that Angel who, hath 
_ C zenſer, to KC IP the ws 

ers 
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ers of .the Saints , Revel. 8. 3 
And therefore God's People through 
Chrift are ſaid to be made Prieſts :to 
ofter-up their Sacrifice with acceptance 
upon- his Altar, x Pert.'2. 5. An-un- 
{ſpeakable Incouragement to poor timo- 
rous Souls: Who, be'their Prayers /as 


as weak, as imperfect, - nay as ſinful as 


they may be, they. have an Advocate 
with the Father ; And art thou aſhamed 
of thy Prayers, art'thou' afraid of thy 
Prayers?: Thou haſt one that will new 
draw thy. Petitions, 'who will not pre- 
ſent thy Prayers as:come from thee , 
= as perfected and ſandtified by him- 
elt. 


4. Laſtly, Hereby we come to be 
aſſured of God's Favour to continue 
with us; that our Infirmities or Mi{- 
carriages, ſhall not be available to take 
off God's care of us,or care to us, what- 
ever we have done, our Mediator 1s 
ſtill in preſence, to keep oft Judgment 
from us, Rows. 8. 34. This is the Apo- 
ſtles Argument: Who # he that con- 

| 70 & demneth, 
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demneth, it is Chriſt that died, yea re: 
ther that is riſen again ; Who. &5 even 
at the Right hand of God ; who alſo mates 
intercefſion for us ; who foad ſeparate us 
from the Love of Gad 2 As if he How laid, 
"Tathat Chriſt is aſcended on high, he is 
become an Interceſſion ; and in.that he 
is an Interceſlar. We can never be fe- 
parated from God's: Aﬀection. | 

"The Stability of-our Condition is the 
Fruit of Chriſt's Interceſſion and his In- 
terceſſion the Fruit of his Aſcenſion. 

He is aſcended, therefore be inter- 
cedes ; he intercedes. Therefore who 
ſhall ſeparats us from the Love of God. 


P : 
. KEY » 
n Iv 


'' O49 8 w 3H -.0 


” TP 


Of Chilkt's Afcenſton. 73 


= was the Fourth, Chriſt ew: 


ded to make Interceſſion. 


5. QC] Nt muſt-aſcend ro Heaven to 
prepare” place - for his People. 'That 
was ong 'end and a great one tov of 
Chriſt's aſcending up to Heaven: And 
this 5" the Cordial he gives his Diſciples, 
now ready to ſink at the ſad News of 
his departure, John 14. 1,2. Let not 


yout- hearts be troubled, I 'go to prepare 


a place. for you : I go not from you to 
leave you but to provide for you : And 
therefore the Author to the Hebrews 
calls/him oar forermmer, Heb. 6. 20. 
nedFe gms our Quarter-Maſter, if we 
may fpeak it with reverence : One 
gone before in his Trinmphal Chartot to 
take up Quarters for his People in Hea- 
ven: Now we muſt know, that Chrift 
may be {aid in Heaven to prepare a 


 Phace for his People three Ways. 


1. By 
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1. By way of Repreſentation ; as 


ſeating himſelf in God's Preſence in the 
ſtead, and as the Repreſentative of his 
People; .for as: [told you :1n-the ;de- 
ſcription Chriſt.;is not gone to Heayen 
as a private and ſingle Perſon, but as 
2. publick and; .common Perfon.: .The 
great Repreſentative.of God's:Elect: - 
> 4dgm repreſented; all Men in Edes, 
and ſo by his Sin-all ſinned, they finned 
in their - Repreſentative in >their-com- 
mon root ; and-ſp Wrath:came uponall : 


& - 


Why,,fo Chriſt,ia ,what he did-in: the 
puſineſs.of Salvation. he. did: as, repre- 
ſenting all the.,Ele&. When, he :died 
they died, when; he.aroſe--they. aroſe ; 
when he aſcended.they. : did aſcend ; he 
d1d all. im their ſtead, as their -Repreſen- 
tative and: Root, all imputed to - them 
which he.did.or luffered, all made theirs 
which he purchaſed. , Thus'when Aaron 
was to go into the holieſt of Holies, the 
Type of that holy place where” Chriſt 
now. firs at the Right hand of.'the Ma- 
jeſty on high; .. He is ſaid to; bear- the 
i, 2 | Names 


ons an. . & i. ? Dd mw by > 
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Names of the Children of Iſrael in the 
Breaſt-plate of Fudgment ' upon his ' Fleart 


for a Memorial before the Lord ; that is 


tor a Remembrance that\ they be help- 
ed, and bleſt, : and ſaved, Exod. 23. 29; 
The People- muſt nor go in, none . but 
Aaron maſt come in and repreſent them 
to the Eord ::- So Chriſt 1s: aſcended- to 
that holy: place;::and there: he-hath cars 
ried the: Names of the-:People | on + his 
Breaſt -as- it were, ſtands preſenting 
them unto God in that: lioly-place as a 
People: tobe cfpecially regarded ; and 
therefore he:: is ſaid, Heh. 9. 24. To be 
entred into Heaven,” and. to appear in 
the. Preſence of God for us; there he 
ſtands in our ſteads to tranſact our bus» 
ſineſs, to get the Sentence of the Law 
reverſed, and the Blefling of the Cove- 
hant _ ta:;deſcend ;...And hence is that 
paſſage: of: the' Apoſtles, Eph. 2. 6. And 
hath taifed us up together," and made.us 
fit together. in heavemy Places in Feſus 
Chrift : We:are not in-heavenly Places, 
we are in earthly places ; Yea, but we 


now ſitu: Heaven in our 1Epreſentative. 


"T7 Our 
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Qur Burgeſs 1s as it were there a com- 
mon and a pubkek Perion, there ſis ia 


our ſteads; He fits there to bring us 


thither ; and Hed. 6. 20. T, kg the 
runner 1s for us entred : He went not 
thither himſelf, but to take potleſlion 
im our ſtead! As a Traveller that is 
Gnt out by his Fellows, asa Harbinger 
cotake up Lodging in ao Inn for thom : 
Eaters the Rooms not ſo much for him- 
lf as for his Company; and ſo in a 


Senſe, when he isentred they. are .en- 


tred : Chrift 1s gone the Harbinger of 
tis EleQtin 2h ſtead -and behalf to 
Heaven ; he is-entred the. Fhrone for 
vhem,. and hisentrance 1s thetr afſurance 
to be there. 1 2690 1 


2, He prepares a place Fg his Peo- 
ple in Heaven by Jnterceffion'too ; and 
bherefore 1s..faid, 9 Heb..2:4.Chrift 4 
war entre into the Holy place onuele with 
Bands but into Fieaven: To-appeny in the 
preſence of God for us comtinaally, yray- 
mg_-to:the Father that we be preſerved 
here and be brought fate thither. 'In- 
terceeding 


os; ad tas as a> > © a> BM 
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terceeding that he would ſo uphold 
thetn by his Power, that they may not 
fall and bt loſt ; and fo guide them by 
his Spirit, that they may be brought to 
that place Where he 1s: And that bis 
Diſciples might ſee that. theſe things 
would be bis work in Heaven 1n the be« 
half of his People ; He in their Sight and- 
Audience with much Reverence and: 
Aﬀection, puts it on pra@ice a little 
before his departure, as Jobs 17. He 
lift up his eyes unto Heaven (it is (ad) 
and faid Father keep through thine name 


| theſe whom thos haſt given me that they 


may be one us we are» one, Verl. 11. and 
24. Father ] wif that they aiſo whom 
thou haſt given me be with me where Tam 
that they may behold my Glory. Sothen 
this is the Work of Chriſt's Intercall> 
on; To beg Gods Protettion on Ins 
People on Earthand Glory wath him ia 
Heaven, that no created Power impede 
their Comfort, nor any Sin their Sab, 
vation. 


* Chriſt 
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"3; Chriſt: prepares his People * 
Heaven by way of Operation ; he makes 
a Heaven within his People before they 
ſhall get to'Heaven ; he ſhall never en- 
ter Heaven that: brings © -not ſomething 
of Heaven: with him-; he fetcheth: up 
their Hearts;-itheir AﬀeRtions to Hea- 
ven; before: he {ends for: their . Perſons 
thither. -My- Brethren; Never ſhall a 
. Soul get. to Heaven, hat is-not 'in Hea- 
ven before. he goes out. of: the. World : 
In Heaven by. holy Meditations,.by ho-. 
ly A&tions; .by- good Thoughts, by a 
good Life. - - Chriſt, never brings any 
Soul thither till he:hath firſt prepared 
him. here; : Earth.muſt be put. off betore 
Glory can be put on; and: therefore in 
that 17:Joh# 19. Chrift ſays. 1 ſantti- 
fie my ſelf,. that they alſo may be ſan- 
_ aified through: the Truth: And then he 
cries, Let: them. be glorified as I am 
| elorifeed.. 

GOD nat take up the room itt 
=> Heart before the Heart ſhall find a 


room 


Py 
W- 
. . 


from the 
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room in Heaven; and-there Paul, rCod. 
I2, 13, T4. Gives God thanks that he 
did not only provide .. Heaven for his 
People, but made them meet . to be. pare 
takers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light; that is, prepared them: far 
Heaven as well as prepared Heaven for 
them. So then when Chriſt prepared 
a place for his People in_ Heaven, -he 
makes/them meet tor'the place, . r. Pet: 
I. 3,4, 5. No getting into Heaven''in 
our old Rags. . Bleſſed be the God:and 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which 
according to his abundant Mercy, hath 
begotten us again unto.a lively Hope, by 
the Reſarreftion of Feſus from the Dead. 
To an Inheritance incorruptible reſerved 
in the Heavens: Who are kept by the 
Power of God through Faith unto Salva- 
tion: ::S0 then-if you'be kept for Hea- 
ven:.... Then you ſhall be made meet 
for. Heaven; he muſt. firſt -put on. the 
Robe of . Chriſt's Righteouſneſs that will 
put onitheRobe of his. Glory. Xeep them 
Evil of the Worldjlaith Gris 
ADE 71 ©. 2A0G}; 
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And what then Why thew Father, 
faith he, 7 wid that they alſs whom thes 
haſt Fuen me be with me, John 17, 15, 
24: " thus have you had another 
end of Chrift's getting to Heaven, in 
order to the Comfort of his People ; : he 
went thither that he might prepare a 
place: for his People, and prepare them 
for the: place. Matter of moſt excel- 
lent comfort to all that have any. Inte- 
reſt in him. Tis like that River in 
the Garden of Eden, which was parted 
ineo tour Streams, Ger. 2. 10. Which 
areas ſo-many Channels full nl Comfort 


for fainting Hearts. 


r. The firſt Stream is this: Is Chriſt 
gono up into Heaven, why then- thou 
mayeſt beſure, be thine Enemies what 
they will, ahd who they will in -this 
World, thou art ſafe. Thy Saviour is 
above them, and- what needeft thou 
fear : This Jethro intimates as the Rea- 
for of the Deſtruction of thoſe thar 
were ptoud Pnemies againſt God's Poo. 


ple; Exod. 18. 11. In the thing wherein 
they 
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they dealt proudly, God was above them : 
That God's People were now delivered, 
and his Enemies under foot, was becauſe 
God was above them. And the P/al- 
mift makes God's People's Deliverance 
as an Inference from tne High place of 
God's Habitation. Ptial.g7. 9, 10. Zhou 
Lord, faith he, art high above all the 
earth, thou art exalted far above all 
Gods. God dwells above, as if he 
ſhould fay : Well; What then 2 #7 
preſerveth the /o:ls of his ſaints, he de- 
livereth them out of the hands of the 
wicked. This 1s God's People's Confe- 
io Alcherms : A molt excellent Cor- 
dial in their Fainting Fits. Have they 
potent and mighty Enemies, Men in 
High places ? Yea : But remember thy 
God, thy Saviour, is above them ; he 
is in a higher place ; he that died for 
thee, and was laid: in the Grave for 
thee, is got out of his dark Pit again, 
and is riſen above all Principalities and 
Powers : He that is for thee, is above 
thee'; and what need(t thou fear ? 

G 2, Here 
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2. Here comes another Stream' of 
Comfort too : Is Chriſt riſen, is he got 
on high, and that on this Errand, to 
prepare a place for his People in Hea- 
ven? Here then is a warm Cloth for a 
cold Condition ; for your Poor Ones 
that arein Chriſt. You that have ſcarce 
Houſes or Home in this World ; that 
can ſay with Chriſt, as he did when he 
was in the World : 7 have not where to 
put mine head : no \etled Habitation. 
Why, be patient a while, all Chriſt's 
Members will be bravely lodged e're 
lang, He that purchaſed an Inheri- 
tance tor the Saints in Light, is gone 
to take up. Lodgings for thee. Jn ax 
inheritance incorruptible , that fades not 
away, faith Peter. Manſions made with- 
eut hands, faith Chriſt. Then thou 
ſhalt have a Houle that is. of too firm 
a Workmanſhip .for a Humane Hand, 
and that's incorruptible. It was curi- 
qaſly made, and ſhall be curiouſly kept, 
It Fn vat away, 3x Peter 1.4, Some 
| of 


_ % & WW ww Cl (Py) ws 


Df Chiift's Aſcenſion. 8x 
of you have poor {moaky Houſes; 
{ſcarce a Root to creep in under, aid 
in a little-time none may : why for all 
this, if they are of Chrilt's Body, their 
Head will bring them into a brave 
Houſe -thortly'; he 1s gone their Har- 
binger into Heaven, and will get them 
good Lodgings. 

[ have read that Valens the Arran 
Emperor, did threaten St. Bafi/, one of 
the Greek Fathers, That he ſhould be 
fate neither by Sea nor by Land, from 
his Power. Why, faid he, for af the 
Emperor's Rage, I ſhall be in Heaven, 
or under Heaven. Why, ſo, though 
thou be driven to and fro, and haſt no 
abiding place of iafe@ to put thy Head 
in; yet maugre the Malice of Men 
and Devils, thou ſhalt be in Heaven , 
or under Heaven. 

After Luther had withdrawn \im- 
{elf from 'the Whoredoms of Babylon, 
I have read, that one of the Cardinal's, 
in a great Huff, told him, That he 
ſhould nor have a place in all the Em- 

G 2 pire 
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pire to keep him. And 'what aid 


Luther > why he ſmiled, and ſaid, f | 


Earth canuot keep me, Heaven ſhall. 
Why ſo, thou poor Soul, it may be, 
thou ſtarved, thou perſecuted One, 
bear up, Man, haſt thou no' abiding 
place on Earth, yet thou haſt one pro- 
vided for thee in Heaven :. He that 


hath the keeping of rhat glorious 


Houle, is gone to look out a Room for 
Y OU, | ; 


3. Is Chriſt gone to Heaven 2 why 
then here comes a third Stream out of 
this Eden. And that is, thou' haſt a 
Remedy againſt Death, it claps Sugar 
into. thy Mouth againſt that bitrer 
Cup, and makes the pale Enemy to 
{mile. upon thee. If thou canſt lay 
but a well grounded Clatm to. an Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, thou haſt no reaſon to 
fear to die. No rather, thou haſt rea- 
ſon to long for that hour, above all 
the Pleaſures of the Earth : For what 
1s Death then? 'Tis but a going to _ 

Inhe- 
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inheritance, To take aQtual poſſeſſion 


| of our new purchaſed Lands, a goin 


to the 'Lodgings Chrift hath took up: 
Thy Chriſt is in Heaven, : though he 
hath not "taken away Death, he hath 
taken away- the Sting of Death, and al- 
tered the'Errand and Meſlage of Death, 
Death now ſhall but carry thee, and 
not ſtrike thee :. *Tis but a Trap-door 
to let thee into that ſtately Palace 
where thy Saviour is : 'No looking up- 
on Death: now as a grimHerald, but a 
welcome Meſkenger ; a Meſſenger ſent 
of God, to guide thee, and bring thee 
fafe into thy Father's Houſe ; ſince 
Chriſt our elder Brother is in Heaven, 
tis a great ſhame now, if every good 
Man doth not look upon Death, as old 
Jacob did upon his Son Joſeph's Wag- 
gons, come from #gyp?, to carry him 
away : Why the Spirit of the Old Man 
revived, as *tis ſaid, when he ſaw them, 
Gen. 45. 27. Did Facob rejoyce to lee a 
Waggon, or a Chariot that would carr 
him into /#gypr, to ſee his Son Joſeph 2 
3 - And 
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And wilt not thou rejoyce to think, that 
Death is,a., Chariot to carry thee to 
TJESus CHRIST, tocarry thee not | 
to Ag ypt, but to Heaven 2? ' Not to 
thy Son, but. to thy GOD ? Death 
is but a Chariot to carry into Heaven, 
to bring .us /to that Eternal Goſhen of 
Light, where,,G O D's Preſence ſhall 
both make: and keep. us bleſſed for 
eyer. And.thus have youbeenoffered a 
taſte of Three-of thoſe: Sweet, Streams, 
which came-foxth of. that River which 
runs in the. Eden of God, 1 ., 


- 4 The Fourth and Laſt, isthis: Is 
Chriſt gone to. Heaven, Thou ſhalt 
aſſuredly go after him : Tis ſomewhat 
a ſad thing, when Death-comes : and 
lays, You mult go with me, 'the Body 
to the Graye, the Soul. to Gad that 
oaveit; I ſay, then Nature/makes .a 
lowr Face, upon ſuch a lad Meſlage : 
What my. Body; that; hath egſt- meſa 
much ! I MEE: 1o tenderly -!. that lived 
{p delicately. !., Now 70, ſay t0- corru- 
prion 
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ption, thou art my father ; and to the 
worm, thou art my mother and my jiſter ! 
What this Face ot mine be cloathed with 
Clods of Duſt ! as Fob lays. Theſe Arms 
theſe Hands, theſe Feet of mine, that 
were my Pride, theWornis Meat ! They 
ſhall feed ſweetly upon them , Fob. 2.4. 
This is a hard ſaying to Nature, and 
the harder to be born, when the Care 
hath been all imployed about the Body, 
and the Soul forgotten ; it will be 
dreadful indeed, to leave the Body in 
the Hands of Death, when the- Soul 
hath beet in the Power of Sin. Bat 
haſt thou the leaſt Hold-faſt on Chriſt, 
a Faith but like a {ſmoaking Flax, thou 
haſt then -a Cordial to give the Spirit, 
when thy Body is falling into the Pir. 


' No mattter-, let it fall , it ſhall up a- 


gain, Chriſt is riſen, and he is gone to 
Heaven ; 'and he 1s gone to recelve 
thee thither, that thou mayeſt be even 
where he is. So he tells you, Joh. 14. 
T9. Jet a little while, and the world 
ſeeth me no more : but you ſee me; 

G 4 be- 
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becarſs 1 live, you ſhall live alſo, 
The Branches live in the Root, and 
if the Root lives, they will Iive. As if 
he faid : Well, my Friends, I muſt 
leave you a while; I muſt go to Hea- 
ven before you : but know this , 
I go to Heaven for you ; and be 
cauſe | live there bodily, aſſure your 
{elves, you fhall live there bodily too. 
What ſaith a Father to this > Weſ, 
faith he, Chrif uw our Fleſh and our 
Bone ; he u gone with our Fleſh into 
Heaven, our Fleſh hath taken poſſeſſion 
already of our Inheritance. And this is 
a good atſurance and pledge to us, that 
our Fleſh, theſe Bodics of ours, ſhall be 
in Heaven, where Chriſt is: -Chriſt is 
gone bodily into Heaven, and becauſe 
he lives there, you ſhall ive thereallo; 
Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alfo, faith 
Chrift. And as much you have in the r4 
Foh.3. Aud if I goand prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you 
to my ſelf, that where I. am, ye may be 
alſo. Clirilt is gone tor the preſent, but 

| when 
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when all is prepared above, he will 
come again, and tetch his People Home 
to his Houſe, and to their Inheritance. 
Oh what an unſpeakable Comfort is 
this to a dying Soul! I am now read 

to lie down in the Duſt, faith a Soul ; 
And though after my Skin, worms de- 
ftroy this body , yet in my fleſh ſhall 
T7 fee God, as Job ſaid, ig Fob 26. 
Chriſt is entred into Heaven in our 
Name, 1n. our Fleſh, hath taken poſ- 
ſeſſion- for us of the purchaſed Inhert- 
tance, and therefore he will bring us 
thither ia his appointed time. Chriſt 
hath gotten in his Head, his Body, his 
Church ſhall come atter : CHRIST 
will not ſit in Heaven a HE A D without 
MEMBERS. Its Aa Scripture more 
worth than both the Indzes, tor a dying 
Me. , | 


6, The End of Chriſt's Aſcention 
was, that he being full of Grace and 
Glory, might be able to retreſh and 
fill the Souls of all his People : My Bre- 

| thren 
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thren, as I told you vefore,Chriſt did not 
lofe his Bowels, his Pity,bygoing to Hea- 
ven. We have not an High PrieFi,ſaith 
the Apoltle, which camo? be tonched with 
the feeling of our infirmities : let us there- 
fore come boldly to obtain mercy,Heb.4q.1 5, 
r6. No, my Brethren, our High-Prieſt 
hath not loft his Feeling, by going 10- 
to Heaven ; he 1s not like a Man, that 
his Advancement ſhould make him for- 
get his Friend's Good :. That he might 
hear them, that he might help them, 
that he might fill them ; that he might 
fave them, {ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, Ephe/. 
4.10. He that deſcended, us the ſame 
alſo that aſcended up, far above all hea- 

wens, that he might fill all things. He 
aicended with filing purpoſes, :as the 
Sun aſcends with enlightning ſtrength. 
And therefore at his departure, what 
faith he, John 17. 19. For thezr ſakes, 
faith he, ſandifie 1 my ſelf, that they 
may be ſanitifed. And Yer. 22. The 
glory that thou giveit me, I have given 
them. Our Glory, our Fulneſs, our 
Hos 
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Holineſs, was: one of Chritt's Ends-why 
he was . glorifted, and filled hunfelt : 
Of his fulneſS we all receive. grace for 
grace, John 1.16. A notable Cointort 
to poor needy Souls. 


Doſt thou ſee. thy emptineſs 2 yea, 
but look on Chriſt's fulneſs ;. he em- 
ptied himſelf for us : Why fo is filled 
himſelt for us. Doſt thou feel great 
want of Knowledge ? thou art a poor 
ignorant Creature ; that as Pazl aid, 
thou doſt know nothing as thou ſhould(t : 
Thou doſt want Wiſdom and Strength, 
and Grace, to make thee ſolid and able 
in thy Chriſtian Buſineſs. Thou canſt 
not walk as prudently as thou ſhould- 
eſt, in the. place God hath fet thee. 
Thou canſt not carry thy ſelf as be- 
fremingly, and as humbly as thou 
ſhouldeſt, when God's Hand is upore 
thee, thou-haft.not that tear of God as 
thou ſhouldeſt,. nor that love of God 
that his Mercies call for. Yet in the 
midſt of all, here's thy ſtay and ſup- 

port 
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_ port : Thou knoweſt where to carry 

thy empty Veſſels to be filled. Thou 
canſt now go to thy Saviour, and ſay, 
Lord, thou art now in Heaven, filled 
with unmeaſurable Glory. Thou art a 
God full of Grace and Glory : Thou 
art full, that thy People may be full : 
Oh of thy Fulneſs let us receive Grace 


for Grace. 


Such Thoughts, ſuch Meditations as 
theſe, will in time work us out of all 
our Wants, Where I am, there alſo 
ſhall my ſervant be, faith he, Fohn 12. 
26. When l ſhall be in Heaven, ne're 
a Servant of mine but ſhall-be in Heaven 
too ; the Servant ſhall be with the Ma- 
ſter : and you know in that fore-cited: 
place, Epheſ. 2. 6. The Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of our Aſcenſion, as a thing already: 
effected and wrought by Chriſt's Aſcen- 
ſion : God hath made ws fit together,laith 
he, 72 heavenly places, in Chrift Jeſus. 
Oh my dear Brethren, here's a Com- 
tort for every Croſs: Come what can 

come, 
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come, Life or Death, Fears, Hopes, 
Trouble, or Peace, this will give us 
Confidence in all our Fears and Cala- 
mities, in all our Storms. We ſhall 
one Day be where our Saviour 1s. What 
a calming Support will it be, whea a 
Soul ſhall ſay, It will be better when 
we ſhall be with Chriſt. The Apoſtle 
lays, 2 Cor. 5. 6, 7. Therefore we are 
always confident, ſaith he, knowing that 
while we are preſent in the Body, we 
are abſent from the Lord : We are con- 
fident, 1 fay, willing rather to be abſent 
from the body, and to be preſent with 
the Lord. 


And thus have you heard the Four 
pleaſant Streams of Eden come ſwim- 
ming to you, from that great River of 
Chriſt's End in going to Heaven, To 
prepare a place for his People. And 
thus have I finiſhed the Improvement 
of the Point, by way of Comfort ; I 
now come to the laſt, and that is 
Counſel, 

is 
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Is Chriſt gone to Heaven, FP is he 
gone for us into Heaven. Oh then let 
us carry our ſelves ſutably to this Mer- 
cy, and to our Hopes by it , and that 
in theſe particulars. 


x. Is Chriſt gone to do our Work 
in Heaven'> Oh, then let-us do Chriſt's 
Work here on Earth. *Tis but Reaſon 
and common Equity, my Brethren, 
that fince Chrift is gone upon our Bu- 
ſineſs, that we have an eye unto his 
Buſineſs in the World. Endeavour to 
carry on Chriſt's Intereſt, his Kingdom 
in your Hearts, in your Families, in the 
Places where you live : Let all know 
you are the Servants of Chriſt, and la- 
bour all you can, to make others Ser- 
vants to him ; do what you can by 
your Prayers, by your Counſels, by 
your Lives, by your Examples, by 
your Encouragements, to propagate 
and enlarge the Bounds of Chriſt's 


Kingdom. 
'Tis 
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"Tis the Nature of Grace to be diffu- 
ſive of her own Excellencies. Grace 
hath a wondrous greedy eye, 1t would 
fetch in all to Chriſt : And therefore 
you fhall find, that immediately before 
his Aſcenſion, he ſhewed his Diſciples, 
that they ſhould mind bis Buſineſs, 
when he was gone upon theirs, As r, 
8. Te ſhall be witneſſes to me, both in 
Feruſalem, and in the uttermoFt parts of 
the earth. And then how after his A- 
{ſcenſion, his Diſciples, Men and Women, 
and all went on in Chriſt's Buſineſs, you 
may ſee in the after Verſes of that Cha- 
pter. Is the Maſter of the Houſe gone, 
and gone for the Servants Good 2 Oh 
let them not then negle& their Maſter's 
Buſineſs : How would it wound thy 
Heart, and appale thee, it Chriſt when 
he meet thee, ſhould. ſay, I have alt 
this while on youx Errand, been em- 
ployed to make you happy ; and you 
have done nothing for me the while : 
whilſt I have been providing for your 

Glory, 
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Glory, you have been diſhonouring 
me. 


Is Chriſt gone to Heaven to prepare 
a place for thee 2 Then do thou prepare 
a Heart for him. It is but a grateful 
Recompence to give up thy Heart to 
him, who 1s gone to get Heaven tor 


thee. 


What wilt thou give him for all the 
Prayers and Coſt he hath been at to 
make thee happy ? Why thou haſt no- 
thing to give but thy Heart, and he 
calls for nothing elſe : My ſoz, ſaith he, 
give me thy heart, Prov. 23. 26. Pre- 
pare a Heart for Chriſt, who hath pre- 
pared: a Heaven for thee. Shall Chriſt 
go to Heaven, to prepare a place tor 
thee, and thou not ſufter him to have 
a corner in thy Heart : Chriſt is gone 
to prepare a Throne for thee, and thou 
let Luſt to fit upon the Throne within 
thee. There is a ſweet Exhortation, 
I9 Revel. 7. L&t us be glad and re- 

joyce, 
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joyce, and give 'H6nour to him, for 


the marriage of * Lamb i come, and 


hu wife hath made her ſelf ready.” Be 
thou as the Bride , ready againſt the 
Wedding-day. . When Chriſt weat. to 
Heayen,,. then © it Bind the berrortung 
Day :. But. thy Martiage Day is po 
Dying Day. . Make thy ſelt ready 8- 
ainſt that Day, and prepare a Heart for 
D who prepares a Heaven tor thee. 


| 3. Labour. to look. upon him aſcend- 
iog g with an Eye 'of Faith, then is ſome 
piritual, Gift Fe to. drop down to 
4 when our Maſter aſcended. 
It 1 is {aid 1 Fe 1 Elijah, 2 1; ng BS. 2 Io. That 
if.he ſhould ſee bis Maſt "al aſe (ending then 
e ſhould havg hu ſpirit oubled. Cer- 


tainly tis MI Fe true1n. "this: matter, uf 


we can Jac by Faith fee Chriſt aſcend- 
ory, 
meaſure come upon us. 


CR teh and reſt thy ſelf 


ad Chriſt for all, ſee him aſconded 


H on 


by Spirit . ſhall 10 ſome. 
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and faithfully that ev &.. He bath led 
Captivity cFeive by his aſcending on 
high. The World, Sin, Death, the De- 
vil, now. lis bleeding at Chriſt's Feet, 
yea, arid. through Chriſt chat trengrh- 
ENS us, AT out Feet, ſo, faith the Apoſtle, 
He IT trea own Satan inder our feet, 
Rom. 16. 20... "Whit have: we then to 
do but” to lerve the Lord. 


Deliverance goth FEY infer Ser- 
Vice and 'Obed.ence, being delivered 
out of . (the, hands. of” our .CHEMZES , 
tet us ſerve. him without” fear in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs before h inn all.the days 
of our lives, Luke I. 74: Chriſt hath 
purchaſed *tr Obedience by Delive- 
Tance : Thus, 2 Sam. 7. I. "when [ David 
tad Peace from his Enemies, he. made 
this. Ule of it to raiſe up a Houſe for 
the Sefvice of God ; when the Lord had 
given him reſt round about from all his 
*Fnemics. Behold, faith he, T dwell in au 
houſe, but the Ark of God dwells in cour- 
tains, When God had given him Reſt, 
vojgl H- 2 it 
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it was not to enjoy quietly what he had, 
wn: to ſerve God with what he did en- 

: He had no ſooner Reft, but he 
tbughe of God's Service ; ſo theſe in 
the 9. As. They had Reſt, as It is 
EL and walked in the fear of God. Are 
' you freed from Enemies, you are the 
' more free to ſerve God; obey more 
freely, ſince you may live more freely. 
This was that, when Chriſt was IO a- 
ſcend, which "be gives in charge to his 
| Apoſtles to Buch People. He was 


now ready to aſcend, well, what was 


it now fit that the People ſhould know - 
Why that they muſt obſerve, whatſoever 
Chrift had commanded them, 28 Matth. 
20. teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever I have commanded you. Is 
the Maſter 'of the Family gone his 
Journey, ' why now then, let the Ser- 
vants every one ſet to cheir Buſineſs, 
to their Service ; now let it be known 
they are not Eyc-ſervants, but do what 
they do in Love, | 


6. There 


un ” -. as gud ry wYryy | .od 
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., 6. There is another ſpecial Duty 
| that from Chriſt's Aſcenſion lies* upon 
| you, that is, Spiritual Joy and Re- 
| joycing : My Brethren, Chriſt's Aſcen- 


% ® 
* £24 


fion was his Triumph, and if g People 


'Love, 14 John, If ye loved me, ye would 
rejoyce, becauſe I ſaid, T go unto the Fa- 
ther. Hadſt thou a poor Kinſman ad- 
vanced to ſome high Place in the Com- 
monwealth, thou wert but. a poor 
Friend, if thow wouldſt not rejoyce : 
So it is our eldeſt Brother , yea, our . 
Head is gone into Heaven, and there 
in our Nature, fitteth next in Autho- 
rity under God the Father, who hath 
put all things under him ; and ſhall not 
we ſend one Gratulation after him ? See 
"BH 3 the 
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Eng juſt like good Recs when 


"Tides" in; Triumph, the 
EA King ' G OD lave ite Se 
Save theikt NG, ſome Tuch Fri 
umphant Song ſhould we ſend 'after 
our Triumphing Captain. None ſhould 
efpreſ: [5 more Joy in Words, in Works, 
i "Carriage, in Converſation, in Face, 
HW than Ged's People. 'Tis an 
undecent. and enbeſeerdiog thing, that 
a. "triumphing 8 ſing ſhould bavea fad 
2 lullen People. None ,{6uld be 
Fh hearcily metr ry as ' Chriſtians: : 
nor mean roy] 7 and'idle, and apith in 
their Carria 26, ad their Words, K 
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Throne, their Enemi at his Wheels, 
at their Feet, Thanks be to God that 
hath | LIVES us the '£ Foy. through Teſu 
Chrift. 


7.. Laſtly, Is Chriſt gone to Hea- 
ven? why then make up after him 
as faſt- as thou canſt ; aſcend thi- 
ther Spiritually., ' whether Chriſt is 
aſcended Corporally. Is Chriſt in Hea- 
ven?. why then let thine Heart be in 
Heaven,; let thine Heart be where thy 
Head, is: let thy Deſires, Thoug his, 
BEE itations, be Alike” the. Angry on 
acob's ;Ladder, goin up, coming down, 
<9 fo ndence with thy 
Pri. _.Remen = * Chriſt thy Head 

Heaven, What haſt thou to do to 
but 1 Tabernacles here upon "Earth ? 
thou. art, Travdlling to thy Country, to 
thy Hysband, Along in the way thou 
art going tor Je ewels, do not gf of 
taking up thy reſt in thy way. | 
thou believe Chriſt is a cended.? Wha 
gdoft., thou _—_ then in the Earth, 

E 


and rooting thy felf in the Mud, or 
cums» 


-e 


Of Chiif's Aſcenſion. r05 


tumbling with Swine in dirty Puddles 
of Filthy Pleaſures > Obſerve what 
Paul faith, 3 Coloſſ. 1. If ye be riſen 
with Chrift, ſeek theſe things which are 
above where Chrift fitteth on the right 
hand of God. What {aid the Angels to 
thoſe that came to ſeek Chriſt 1n his Se- 
pulcher 2 Luke 24. Why, fay they, Do 
ye ſeek the Living among the dead? he 
is wot here he # riſen. So, why ſeck 
you Chrift amongft the things of the 
Earth ? he is not here, he is aſcended, 
Chriſt is in Heaven, Why "then Lezr 
onr converſation be in Heaven , faith 
the Apoſtle, Phzl. 3. zo. Where the 
Carcaſe u, thither wif the Eagles be 
gathered, (aith Chriſt, Matth. 24. 28. 
The Glory of the Goſpel ſhall with 
ſuch Effet and Power be maintained 
in the World, that it ſhall make Men 
as eager to come after Chriſt into Hea- 
ven, as the Eagle is after the Prey. 
See then how you can find the Power 
of Chriſt's Aſcenſion growing upon 
your Hearts? Whether it draws thee 
up to Chriſt, makes thee moſt m—_— 

an 
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and more, , Heavenly 2 Whether , i 
makes thee, more Paſlionately = 
and. more Importunately earneſt after 
Chriſt in C3 Or Jp | 4n his ee: 
nes 6 3m, Grace ,.11n his. 
bers 2? This. is thy] FA this, * 
it be thy Work, thy. ns 
ar hat , all s Fe. 
Chriſt in Heaven Wo = nh 
then be, more Wi Hh nog | 
thy Words. more Tal o "tC Chr, 
thy Life .more.,gu T7 GIA, 
thy Aﬀedion more i nge Si People 
of. "Chill, Thy Head. is 40 Heaven, 
Let thy:: omg be : in; Heaven: 
then Souke. Hok hut, ft; oY, wi 
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